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Bean to take on Doherty
Sole GOP council member will take on Democratic mayor, strong
Democratic machine in Belmar
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Republican Councilman Jim Bean is looking to give Democratic Mayor Matt Doherty a run for his
money in the upcoming November election, as both will be seeking their party’s backing for the mayoral seat in
their respective June primaries.

The seat of Mayor Doherty, who is serving his first term as mayor, is up on Dec. 31.

He will be seeking re-election as mayor alongside his running mate, Thomas Brennan, who will be seeking his
first council seat.

Mayor Doherty and Mr. Brennan will be facing off against Republican Councilman Bean and his running mate,
Michael Seebeck, who will be seeking the open council seat, according to borough clerk April Claudio.

Councilman Bean’s seat is the sole vacant council seat available in the upcoming November general election.

All four candidates filed a petition to run in the June Democratic and Republican
primaries, and will be the presumptive party candidates for the November election,
barring a well-organized write-in campaign by another Democratic or Republican
candidate.

JIM BEAN

Councilman Bean lives on 16th Avenue with his wife, Tracy, and sons Max, 13, and
Alex, 7. He has lived in Belmar for 15 years.

He attended York College of Pennsylvania where he received his bachelor of science
degree in management and information systems.

Councilman Bean served in the U.S. Marines from 1990-1994, serving seven months on the U.S.S. Gunston Hall.

He is currently a management information systems manager for Stavola Companies.

The councilman is completing his first term on the dais. He currently is appointed to the public safety
committee and water/sewer committee.

“I had a difficult decision to make this year: either step away or pursue the office of mayor,” Councilman Bean
said. “The council seats are technically irrelevant because the majority of decisions are made without their
consent. I intend to change that.”

“When elected mayor, my decisions will be made in conjunction with the ideas and input of all council
members who were voted in by the residents of our great town. I will make Belmar government as efficient and
transparent as possible while paying close attention to our fiscal solvency. I do believe it is our duty as elected
officials to serve our residents honorably and responsibly as I have done these last three years,” he said.

MICHAEL SEEBECK

Mr. Seebeck, 54, resides on Second Avenue with his wife, Ellen, and children, Victoria, 16, and Collin, 15. He
has lived in the borough for over 20 years.
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He received his associate degree in business administration from the State University of New York at
Farmingdale and currently owns Ladder 31 Investments, an investment advisory firm in Belmar.

In 2007, Mr. Seebeck ran unsuccessfully for office in Belmar.

According to a press release announcing Councilman Bean and Mr. Seebeck’s candidacy, “As a council member,
Mike intends to restore the responsiveness of our local government to its residents. He will work very hard to
make our government more transparent, efficient and, most importantly, more inviting to all residents.”

MATT DOHERTY

Mayor Doherty lives on Inlet Terrace with his wife, Maggie, and their three children, Hannah, 9, Claire, 6, and
Seamus, three months old. He has lived in Belmar for 13 years.

The mayor attended Georgetown University, where he received an undergraduate degree in government with a
minor in economics. He also went to graduate school at Georgetown University, where he received a degree in
public policy.

Professionally, he is a financial advisor for George McKelvey Company, in Sea Girt.

In 2006, Mayor Doherty was elected to his first term on the dais as a councilman. He ran successfully for his
second term in 2009. That following year, in 2010, during his second term, he ran for mayor and won.

“We've gone through a lot in the last four years,” such as having no tax increase since he has been mayor, even
while recovering from Hurricane Irene and continuing to recover from Hurricane Sandy, Mayor Doherty said.

While the borough continues to work on Sandy recovery, there are other items to address, such as
redevelopment, making improvements throughout town and expanding the recreation programs for children, he
said.

“We’ve done a lot in our last four years,” Mayor Doherty said. “I look forward to continuing to make
improvements in Belmar for the next four years.”

One of the goals of the mayor’s next term, if he is re-elected, is to “throw out” the old redevelopment plan,
and create a new one that is “simpler and will accomplish its goal of redevelopment.”

THOMAS BRENNAN

Mr. Brennan, 57, residents on 11th Avenue with wife, Merry. Together, they have three children: Ciaran, 21,
Aislinn, 20, and Sean, 18. He has lived in Belmar for over 20 years.

Mrs. Brennan is a former Belmar councilwoman.

He graduated with a bachelor of arts degree in music education from Jersey City State College, which is now
New Jersey City University, and a master’s degree in music education from Kent State University in Ohio.

Since 2001, Mr. Brennan has worked as a music teacher at Belmar Elementary School.

Mr. Brennan said having grown up elsewhere, he has “always felt lucky to live in Belmar.”

When his children were younger, Mr. Brennan said he used to be involved through activities like coaching, but
now, running for a seat on the dais “just seems like the way to try to do more for the community that has done
so much for me.”

The Republican and Democratic primaries will be held on Tuesday, June 3.
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