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Change order approved for drainage
improvement project
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Though the A Street drainage improvement project has yet to begin, the governing body has already
approved a change order for it.

The change order, which totals $91,770, was approved unanimously at Tuesday night’s council meeting. It will
cover the relocation of a water main.

Relocating the water main is needed to complete the drainage improvement project, which will help lower the
level of Silver Lake prior to a storm.

Currently, there is an outfall system that runs from Silver Lake under Ocean Avenue and out to the ocean.

However, this system has problems as the pipe is old and undersized. Since it goes into the ocean, sand comes
into the pipe and clogs it.

The current pipe is several sizes, with the smallest section being 18 inches in
diameter.

To remedy that, the borough has come up with a plan to install a new, 48-inch storm
drain pipe from Silver Lake, down A Street, into Shark River Inlet.

With this new pipe, the borough will have the capability to lower the height of the
lake prior to a storm event, without using pumps, which is the borough’s current
method of lowering the lake.

The pipe will be 12 feet deep in the ground.

In addition to adding the 48-inch pipe, a new drainage system will be installed, Americans with Disabilities Act
[ADA] compliant ramps will be installed at each corner of each intersection and the street will be paved. All
work will be done on A Street from Silver Lake to the Shark River Inlet.

P&A Construction, of Colonia, will be doing the project for $1.2 million.

During construction, which will begin in April, A Street will be closed on a rolling basis.

A Street will be closed in two-block increments, beginning near the inlet and ending at Silver Lake. The work
should be done in approximately three weeks at each increment.

Work is expected to conclude by July 4.

According to Mayor Matt Doherty, the change order that was approved is needed because a water main needs to
be relocated.

“There happened to be a water main where we didn’t know there was a water main,” he said.

As a result, the water main will be relocated and replaced on A Street, Mayor Doherty said, because it is still
needed.

According to Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, the water main was in the borough’s plans that the town
has for its underground infrastructure, but it was a few feet over from where the plans said it was, placing it in
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the way of the upcoming project.

The relocation of the water main is expected to start this week, she said.
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