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Democratic primary to be uncontested
No Republicans file for their respective primary
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The June Democratic primary election will be an uncontested one in town.

According to Amy Boney, deputy borough clerk, Councilman Brian Wilton filed to run for the mayoral seat,
while Councilmen John Carvelli and Kevin Higgins filed to reclaim their seats on the dais.

The mayoral seat is vacant after Dec. 31 since Mayor Mike Ryan has chosen not to seek re-election.

No Republicans filed for their respective primary election, according to Ms. Boney.

The primary is slated for June 3.

Pending any successful write-ins during the primary, Councilmen Wilton, Carvelli and
Higgins will be backed by the Democrats in the November election.

BRIAN WILTON

Councilman Wilton, 39, graduated from the University of Scranton, in Scranton, Pa. in
1997 with a bachelor of arts degree in history and a minor in political science. He
then graduated with a juris doctor degree from Seton Hall University School of Law, in
Newark, in 2001.

The councilman is a partner at Wilton Law Firm, in Tinton Falls, where he has worked
since 2002.

He is currently contracted for one year to serve as prosecutor for Freehold Borough.

In Lake Como, Councilman Wilton has served on the Lake Como Council since 2005, and is currently council
president, which is a position he has held for several years.

He currently serves on the tourism commission and buildings and grounds committee.

In addition, the councilman is also heavily involved in the community through the Belmar Water Rescue Team,
where he serves as a captain, the Belmar/Lake Como/ Spring Lake Triathlon for Autism Awareness and the
annual Beach Bash, which is a two-day event that teaches autistic children how to surf.

The councilman resides with his wife, Sarah, and their two daughters, Hannah, 8, and Hope, 6, on 17th Avenue.

“I’ve served the borough for the last eight years and I’m looking forward to continuing that service as the role
of mayor if elected in November,” Councilman Wilton said.

KEVIN HIGGINS

Councilman Higgins, 37, has been a full-time resident of Lake Como since 2000. He currently resides on Pine
Terrace with his wife, Kristen Zdanowicz.

Councilman Higgins is a graduate of Rutgers University and New Jersey Institute of Technology. He also holds a
master of arts in teaching from Monmouth University, in West Long Branch, and earned a principal certification
from the university in 2008. He anticipates earning a doctor of education degree from Rowan University, in
Glassboro, in May.
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He currently works as the assistant principal at Monroe Township High School, in Middlesex County.

Councilman Higgins was sworn into his position in May 2012, filling the unexpired term of former Councilman
Kevin Lynch, whose term is expiring on Dec. 31.

“For a little town, we have some big problems,” he said. “I think we have a good team in place to take care of
those problems moving forward in the future with Brian Wilton as the mayor and John and I in council
positions” along with the other council members, whose terms are not up this year.

These issues, he said, include the ongoing discolored water issue in town and issues with Lake Como, which has
a habit of overflowing during inclement weather. It is also a goal of the council to beautify Main Street, he said.

JOHN CARVELLI

Councilman Carvelli, 37, grew up in Wall, graduating from Wall High School in 1995.

He received a bachelor’s degree in sports management from East Stroudsburg University, and a juris doctorate
from Widener University of Law.

The councilman currently works for the law firm of Cipriani & Werner, in Mount Laurel, specializing in workers’
compensation defense.

Councilman Carvelli joined the dais in November 2013, filling the seat of former councilman Jared Cohen.

He currently resides on Main Street.

The councilman said he chose to run because he would like to spend some time on the dais, since he was
appointed the first time and it was only for a limited amount of time.

He would like to be a councilman as a way to give back to the community, he said.
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