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Belmar Elementary raises $3,556 for
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Bruzzese’s fourth-grade class won competition, raising $532
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Through their collective efforts — and a little friendly competition — Belmar Elementary students
were recently able to help make a big change for many by collecting small change for a good cause.

Pasta for Pennies, presented by Olive Garden, is an annual fundraising program that enables students to raise
funds by collecting change for a worthy cause — the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society [LLS].

School districts that participate are tasked with collecting change for three weeks during February or March,
with the hopes of raising as much money as they can for LLS.

In Belmar, the student council sponsored the event, which was held for three weeks, ending on Feb. 7. During
those three weeks each class competed to see who could raise the most money, with the winner receiving a
pasta party.

According to Randi Fromkin, student council advisor and fifth- and sixth-grade language arts teacher, the school
raised $3,556.

“Our goal was only $1,500,” Ms. Fromkin said.

“I’m very pleased with how the students rose to the occasion and competed against
each other to raise money for such a great cause,” she said.

According to Ms. Fromkin, Anna Bruzzese’s fourth-grade class won the competition.
They raised $532.52.

Second place went to Paul Charette’s sixth-grade class, who raised $526, she said.

To reward the winning class for their efforts, The Olive Garden donated pasta for the
fourth-grade’s pasta party, which was held on March 20.
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