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2013-2014 school budget approved
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The school district will be doing more with less in the 2013-2014 budget, which was passed
unanimously at last Thursday’s board of education meeting. The new spending plan is approximately $300,000
less than this year’s budget.

The 2013/2014 budget totals $12,255,336, which is $311,586 less than this year’s budget of $12,533,922. About
$7.6 million of the 2013/2014 budget will be raised through local taxation, while the remaining money will
come from tuition, state and federal aid.

The tax rate for the 2013-2014 school year is 77.4 cents per $100 of assessed valuation, which is a 1.32-percent
increase from this year’s 76.2 cents per $100 of assessed valuation. With an average home in Belmar valued at
$338,618, a taxpayer owning a home of that value would pay approximately $2,591 in school taxes if the
budget is approved as-is. A taxpayer with an average-priced home paid $2,552 this year.

The budget will apply $61,008 in surplus funds to be used toward the operating budget, leaving $204,465 in the
surplus account.

The school will be receiving $1.1 million in state aid, which is $44,708 less than it received for the 2012-2013
school year.

According to Loretta Hill, school business administrator and board secretary, the
decline in state aid is because the school district will be receiving $34,173 less in
Early Childhood State Aid and were assessed an additional 56 percent, or $10,535, in
the school development authority assessment. This totals $44,708 less in state aid.

The school will be receiving $434,484 in federal aid.

Even though the school district will be working with less money during 2013-2014, the
school will be seeing new additions.

A new part-time technology teacher, part-time bilingual administrative assistant and
two new clubs — garden and community service — will be brought to the school in the 2013-2014 school year.
They will cost $33,000, $17,000 and $4,500, respectively.

Ms. Hill said these new items were able to be added because there were one time expenditures, such as
computer and network equipment, in the 2012-2013 budget that are not being added to next year’s budget.
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