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Circle of Friends dance attracts 120 people
to event last weekend
Local nonprofit to continue its weekly
dance this summer
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Circle of Friends Helping Young Adults with
Down Syndrome’s [HYDAS] first dance since Hurricane Sandy
was a success, as 120 or so people attended.

Circle of Friends for HYDAS is a nonprofit based in Belmar,
whose purpose is to provide social outings for young adults
with Down syndrome and other mental or physical challenges.

One of the events the nonprofit held was a weekly dance for
the young adults this past summer.

That popular event was brought back this past weekend,
providing an opportunity for the young adults to socialize with
people in the community, and also showcase their talents if
they wish.

“The party was just wonderful,” said Carol Cupoli, co-founder
of Circle of Friends HYDAS. Mrs. Cupoli’s son, David, 39, has
Down syndrome, and Mrs. Cupoli and her husband, Bob,
started the organization so their son and other young adults in
similar circumstances, could have a social life.

About 120 people attended the dance, with 73 of them being
young adults.

The evening featured dancing and a bonnet contest, as well as a young adult
showcasing his singing talent. The Easter bunny, a good friend of Ray Claudio, the
acting borough recreation director, also made an appearance.

Chris Kelly, 33, of Belmar, who has been blind since birth, sang three songs for those
in attendance. He is a cantor and member of the St. Rose Church choir.

“He was just phenomenal,” Mrs. Cupoli said of Mr. Kelly.

“The community coming together like that just inspires us to do so much,” Mrs.
Cupoli said.

Circle of Friends HYDAS also will be bringing back its weekly dance this upcoming summer.

To register for the dance on Saturday night or the weekly summer dance, contact Mrs. Cupoli at 732-681-1456.
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DJ Jay Bowman, of Farmingdale, got everyone
jumping during the Circle of Friends Helping
Young Adults with Down Syndrome dance this
past Saturday in the Belmar borough
gymnasium. The dance provides an opportunity
for young adults, with Down syndrome and
other mental or physical challenges, to
socialize with the community. Photo by
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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