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Local ethics board petition withdrawn
Withdrew petition so the council could not vote, turn it down
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar resident who petitioned the council to create and adopt an ordinance that would
establish a local ethics board recently withdrew his petition.

Tom Burke, of 10th Avenue, said he decided to withdraw his petition because the council did not seem to be in
favor of the idea. Mr. Burke and Dave Schneck have been selected by the Belmar Republicans as the candidates
for the upcoming November general election, where there are two open seats on the dais.

Mr. Burke originally petitioned the council for a local ethics board because there had been “recent situations”
in town that have led to public complaint from local officials as well as others “concerning actions and some
inaction that would appear to be challenges to the integrity and standards of conduct of our public officials,”
which is not “healthy” for the borough, he said at the Feb. 20 meeting, where he read his petition aloud.

These “recent situations” include Councilman Jim Bean filing an ethics complaint against Mayor Matt Doherty
and borough attorney Michael DuPont, as well as questions raised about campaign contributions to the mayor
and the contract with Florida-based AshBritt.

At the March 27 council meeting, Mr. Burke said while he still believes creating a local ethics board is a good
idea, he is withdrawing his petition.

He withdrew his petition because he received feedback about the ethics board from
four of the five people on the council, and only one was in favor of it, he said.

By withdrawing the petition so they could not vote and turn down the idea, Mr. Burke
said, it leaves it as an open issue that can be brought back up when “the timing is
better.”

Mr. Burke said he hopes the council takes it into further consideration in the future.
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