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Belmar Historical Society’s museum has
been restored
In process of moving materials back to museum, setting it up
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After being displaced for more than 18 months, the Belmar Historical Society’s [BHS] museum space
has been restored and the members are now back in the building.

The Belmar Historical Museum and History Room was set to open on Nov. 3, 2012, however, Hurricane Sandy
had other plans.

As a result of the storm, the museum’s opening never came to be, and, instead, the last year- and one-half has
been dedicated to rebuilding the museum, which had to be gutted as a result of the damage from the storm.

While most of the BHS materials were salvaged, some items, such as maps, blueprints and a few boxes of
memorabilia, as well as some of the Belmar Woman’s Club collection, were lost.

Since the storm, the BHS has been working to reorganize the materials they have in preparation for the new
museum, while the borough’s department of public works [DPW] worked on restoring the museum— a task DPW
recently completed.

“It’s absolutely gorgeous,” said Naomi Reissner, BHS president. “It’s better than it was
before the storm.”

With the completion of the restoration work, the historical society has been given the
keys back, green lighting them to move forward with setting up the museum, again.

The BHS has materials stored at the borough gym, as well as at the Monmouth County
Archives, in Manalapan, Ms. Reissner said, which is slowly being relocated to the
museum.

“I do see an end in sight,” Ms. Reissner said.

“Before, we felt like we had no control in what was happening,” she said, as they were relying on the DPW to
do the restoration work. “Now our turn has come.”

While no grand opening date has been slated yet, as a lot of work still remains, Ms. Reissner said she hopes the
museum will open by the end of this year.

“I see a new beginning for us,” she said.

The museum is located at the Union fire house, 900 E St.
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