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Witnessing history
Local priests attend Roman Catholic
Church’s canonization of two new saints,
both popes
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Hundreds of thousands of people from all over the
world — including a pastor from St. Rose Church — gathered in
Rome this past weekend to watch as two beloved popes were
canonized.

On Sunday, Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II were
canonized in a ceremony witnessed by huge crowds that were
gathered in St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City.

The day was not just historic because two former popes were
declared saints in a dual canonization, but also because two
living popes, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, who resigned one
year ago, and Pope Francis, the current pope, were present at
the ceremony.

To witness this historic day, hundreds of thousands of people
traveled from all around the world to be there, including the
Rev. Ed Arnister from St. Rose Roman Catholic Church in
Belmar.

The Rev. Arnister, or Father Ed as he is known by the St. Rose
parishioners, was one of 6,000 priests to make the journey to
the Vatican.

“It was truly a holy moment — a holy moment of just experiencing the universality of
the Catholic church throughout the world,” the Rev. Arnister said.

He said he found Pope Francis coming out to embrace Pope Benedict XVI “very
touching.”

“It was a very warm moment for everyone,” he said.

This year marks the Rev. Arnister’s 35th year in priesthood, he said, and attending the
canonization of two popes was “certainly one of the highlights” of his career with the
church.

It was especially special, he said, because the Rev. Arnister had the opportunity to meet Pope John Paul II on
two occasions.

“To have that experience of meeting him twice personally was especially meaningful for me to have attended,”
the Rev. Arnister said.

Two weeks prior to leaving for Rome, the Rev. Arnister said he asked the parishioners at St. Rose Church to
write down their prayer intentions for hime to bring to the Vatican.
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Crowds of people from all over the world
gathered in Rome this past weekend to witness
the historic canonization of two popes, Pope
John XXIII and Pope John Paul II. Among those
who attended were The Rev. Phil Pfleger [from
left], of Isaac Jogues Parish in Marlton, The Rev.
Ed Arnister, of St. Rose Church, and The Rev.
Stanley Lukaszewski, of St. Barnabas Parish
Community in Bayville, formerly of St. Denis.
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Those prayer intentions were taken to Rome and placed at the tomb of Pope John Paul II.

Pope John Paul II died in 2005, while Pope John XXIII died in 1963.

Also attending the cannonization ceremony was the Rev. Stanley “Stas” Lukaszewski, of St. Barnabas Parish
Community in Bayville. Before being transferred to St. Barnabas, Father Stas, as he is known to his
congregation, was pastor at St. Denis, in Manasquan.

Like the Rev. Arnister, the Rev. Lukaszewski had met Pope John Paul II, making the experience of seeing him
cannonized as a saint more special.

“That was an experience that made me want to go to Rome to be there for this particular event,” the Rev.
Lukaszewski said about meeting the pope.

During the ceremony, Father Stas said the sky looked dark and cloudy, and there were a few sprinkles of rain.
But, when Pope Francis declared Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II saints, the sky opened up and the sun
shined through.

“I looked at it as a miracle,” the Rev. Lukaszewski said.

Getting to witness this historic event is a once in a lifetime experience, the reverend said.

“I’ll always remember that and cherish that memory in my heart,” he said.
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