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Sending district eighth-graders to become
better acquainted
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Next year’s incoming freshmen at Manasquan High School will be better acquainted prior to the start
of school thanks to a recent grant Belmar Elementary School received.

The $10,000 grant from the Michael Allen Davidson Foundation is being used to provide a community service
project and team building activities, both of which are meant to encourage eighth-graders from the sending
districts to foster relationships with students from different schools prior to becoming freshmen.

The foundation was established in memory of Michael Davidson, who was killed on Sept. 11, 2001.

According to Superintendent David Hallman, the idea to have students from the sending districts meet prior to
going to Manasquan High School came as a result of meeting with Belmar Elementary students who have
matriculated into the high school.

For the past two falls, Mr. Hallman has met with freshmen from Belmar to see how their experience is going,
and get feedback on what the school could do better, as well as what they are doing well, Mr. Hallman said.

Through this process, Mr. Hallman learned that the freshmen who do not participate
in a fall activity find it “more challenging” to get acquainted with students from
other sending districts.

To help out students going to Manasquan get better acquainted with students from
other districts, Mr. Hallman said he thought about using the experiences with
Hurricane Sandy— that being taking part in community service projects and
establishing relationships with those who have a common goal— to create a program
that will benefit the incoming freshmen, as well as the community.

The purpose is to “create some friendships and ease the anxiety of going into high
school,” as well as bring out the leadership traits in the students, said Wendy Callahan, Belmar Elementary
first-grade teacher and chairperson for the grant.

To help the students build relationships, the selected students will participate in a community service project
and team building activities.

Thirty-four children, consisting of about two to seven students from each of the Manasquan sending districts,
have been asked to participate, Ms. Callahan said, noting whether all will be participating is not known yet.

Each student was selected by their school’s guidance counselors based on a rubric that consisted of desired
characteristics, including leadership skills, Ms. Callahan said.

On May 2, the selected students will be going to Neptune High School to participate in a high and low rope
course, which is a team building activity.

Then, in July, the students will be cleaning up the playgrounds at each elementary school and building and
implementing a buddy bench at each school.

The buddy bench is a system where, if a child does not know who to play with on the playground, they will sit
on the bench and another child is expected to go over and ask them to join, Ms. Callahan said.
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The guidance counselors at the elementary school are expected to create a skit to demonstrate how the bench
will work, Ms. Callahan said. The skit will be acted out at the beginning of the 2014-2015 school year.
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