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Pink, plastic flamingos ‘flock’ to area lawns
Fundraising effort by eighth-graders to raise money for their dance
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Plastic flamingos have invaded Brielle to help raise funds for the eighth-graders at Brielle
Elementary.

“Flocking,” the act of placing pink, plastic flamingos on the front yards of residents’ homes, is being done to
raise money for the eighth-grade dance.

According to Laurie Pilling, one of the “flocking” committee members, about $5,000 to $6,000 is needed for
the dance. Ms. Pilling has a child in the eighth grade, Harley, 14.

To raise funds, the eighth-graders have held various events throughout the year, including pie and Easter candy
sales, with the most recent fundraising endeavor “flocking.” 

The eighth-graders began “flocking” houses in the area on April 23, and it will continue for another week or so.

“This is something where every kid in the class can get involved if they want to get
involved,” Ms. Pilling said.

Thus far, 83 “flocking” orders have been place, she said, which they are currently
working on. Their goal is to get over 100 orders.

According to Ms. Pilling, the eighth-graders, with the help from parents, flock six
homes per night, six days a week. Saturdays are the only nights in which they do not
flock.

“The parents are having as much fun as the kids,” she said.

Through the event, the committee hopes to raise $2,000, which Ms. Pillings said they could exceed because of
extra donations they have been receiving.

Brielle Elementary is always looking for ways to connect with community members who do not have children in
the school, Ms. Pillings said, and the flocking event is one way to do that.

Flocking orders have not just come from students, she said, but people are flocking one another or sending it
for someone’s birthday.

“We really appreciate all the support from everyone,” Ms. Pillings said.

The cost is $20 per “flocking” and forms can be found on the Brielle Parent Teacher Organization’s [PTO]
website www.brielleelementary.my-pto.org.

For those interested in “flocking” someone, they can return the “flocking” form to the front office of the
Brielle School and checks must be made out to the Brielle PTO eighth-grade fund.

The flocking will end on May 9, but could go past that date if there are still orders to fill.

For more information contact 908-489-2393 or 908-670-9075.
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