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Hundreds celebrate the life of former
Belmar resident
Matt Beaudoin died prior to the benefit,
which raised funds to help pay for his
bills
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Even though he lost his battle with cancer before
the event, friends and family gathered to remember and
celebrate the life of former Belmar resident Matt Beaudoin
this past Sunday at 507 Main.

Mr. Beaudoin was diagnosed with neuroendocrine cancer, in
August 2013. As a result, his medical bills had mounted.

To help him out, his family decided to host a benefit on April
27.

Days before the benefit, on April 25, Mr. Beaudoin died.

“[The benefit] was a really good way to celebrate the life of a
great man,” said Mary-ann Hayes, of Shark River Hills, who
was a longtime friend of Mr. Beaudoin.

Close to 400 people, including family and grammar school and
high school friends, came from near and far to support Mr.
Beaudoin, Ms. Hayes said, noting not everyone who came knew
Mr. Beaudoin had died when they arrived at the benefit.

Mr. Beaudoin attended St. Rose grammar and high school, and
went on to Le Moyne College, in Syracuse, NY, and graduated
from Syracuse University.

“Everybody just wanted to help him and help his partner, Lori
[Gelay], get through this struggle,”
Ms. Hayes said. “They just wanted to do everything they possibly could do and in a
sense pay it forward.”

Ms. Gelay was Mr. Beaudoin’s life companion. Mr. Beaudoin is a stepfather to Ms.
Gelay’s two adult children, Joe and Andie Gelay.

The event raised over $17,000 to help pay Mr. Beaudoin’s medical bills, Ms. Hayes
said.

“He was a very genuine person and just loved,” she said about Mr. Beaudoin,
explaining why there was an outpouring of support for him.

The bond of being a Belmartian also brought many people to the fundraiser.

“The people that were there grew up in Belmar during the 60s, 70s and 80s and we have a kinship. We are
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Nearly 400 friends, family and colleagues came
to 507 Main, in Belmar, on Sunday, April 27 to
help pay down the medical bills of Matt
Beaudoin, a former Belmar resident who was
diagnosed with neuroendocrine cancer in 2013.
Mr. Beaudoin died two days before the benefit.
Those in attendance included Mr. Beaudoin’s
nephews Kevin [back, from left] and Shea
Roddy, brother-in-law Danny Roddy, nephew
Brendan Roddy [front, from left], sisters Tracy 
Roddy and Renee Kee, Mr. Beaudoin’s children
Andie and Joe Gelay and brother-in-law Al Kee.
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always there for each other because we all grew up with the same values — we are the family of Belmar,” Ms.
Hayes said.

Tracy Roddy, Mr. Beaudoin’s sister, said, “It was an overwhelming, warm to the heart experience.”

According to Mrs. Roddy, her brother did not want a funeral or wake, so the benefit was “a good send-off for
him.”

“I couldn’t ask for a better day for him,” she said.

Ms. Gelay agreed, saying that Mr. Beaudoin would have loved the event.

“Matt was so looking forward to being at the event planned for him,” she said. “I know he would be so grateful
and touched by the overwhelming support of so many wonderful people,” Ms. Gelay said, adding that she
cannot thank everyone enough for their support.
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