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Belmar teacher named ‘County Teacher of
Year’
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — One of Belmar Elementary’s own was named
Monmouth County Teacher of the Year.

Melissa Murphy, 27, a special education teacher in the school,
has been at Belmar Elementary for four years. She resides in
Jackson with her husband, Ryan.

Late in 2013, Mrs. Murphy, along with 49 other teachers from
around the world, traveled to London to participate in the
Google Teacher Academy, which helps teachers get the most
out of innovative technology.

Then, earlier this year, she was named the District Teacher of
the Year.

Now, she has one more title to add to her resume, Monmouth
County Teacher of the Year, and could soon have another as
she is in the running for NJ State Teacher of the Year.

“It’s completely incredible,” Mrs. Murphy said. “I never
imagined that I would win my district, let alone for the whole
county.”

According to Mrs. Murphy, after winning the district, she
decided to apply for the county Teacher of the Year, which
required filling out an application and sending a resume,
essays and letters of recommendation.

To be considered for the state Teacher of the Year, one must
first be named Teacher of the Year
for their county, then candidates must submit a 15-minute video by the end of May,
she said. The video is a recording of a lesson based on the common core standards, as
well as a short description of the candidate, she said.

From there, the state will narrow it down to five finalists, Mrs. Murphy said, who will
be interviewed in late summer. The state will then announce who won state Teacher
of the Year award.

“To be honored like this is not something every teacher gets, and I think all teachers
deserve recognition for all they put in,” she said, noting she is honored to be
recognized.

Superintendent David Hallman took a moment during the April 24 board of education meeting to congratulate
Mrs. Murphy on her accomplishment.

“As a young teacher, she’s looked to as a leader here,” he said.
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Belmar Elementary special education teacher
Melissa Murphy, 27 [second from right], was
named Monmouth County Teacher of the Year,
advancing her as the county nominee for the
New Jersey State Teacher of the Year Award.
On hand to congratulate her were
Superintendent David Hallman [from left],
Supervisor of Special Services Kristen Hanson
and Principal Lisa Hannah. Photo courtesy MARY
DOWNEY
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