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Healing powers of art shown through train
station mural
Belmar Train Station Mural
By Haley Behre

Some people may say time heals all wounds, but time is not
the only way to heal. Art has the ability to soothe the soul
after tragedy in ways not many realize.

That is what Belmar’s Arts Council [BAC] and Business
Partnership [BBP] understood when they teamed up to design a
mural not only inspired by the local community, but also
meant to unite all who love Belmar.

BELMAR ARTS COUNCIL

The BAC began in 2004 as a “brainstorm” of former Belmar
Mayor Ken Pringle, who originally thought in terms of bringing
a performing arts center to town, said Pat Hutchinson, an
original BAC member and current BAC trustee.

While the performing arts center did not take off, the
inaugural BAC members found a lot of visual artists in the
community who wanted an art program in town, she said.

Thus was the beginning of the BAC.

Over the years, the arts council has expanded to include over 500 BAC members —
with the furthest member being from North Carolina — several art exhibits annually
and a music program. The BAC has also brought seven murals to town— the last of
which stemmed from the destruction of Hurricane Sandy and was created as a way to
unite both visitor and resident alike.

THE MURAL'S BEGINNINGS

A few years ago, before Hurricane Sandy hit, the BBP approached the BAC about
trying to beautify the train station, which is a main mode of transportation for many
who travel to Belmar in the summer months.

“We want to greet people when they come to Belmar, and what better way than have this fantastic mural to
greet them,” said Tom Volker, owner of The Inn at the Shore. Mr. Volker is a BBP member and BAC trustee.

But, they needed to find funding for the project.

Then the idea was put on hold temporarily as a result of Hurricane Sandy, and the BAC began investing time
into another project: barrier designs.

The concrete barriers were placed on A Street soon after the storm to blockade people from going to the
beach, which was a construction zone.

To beautify the barriers, the BAC put a call out to artists, who responded overwhelmingly.
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At the end of January, about 90 people
volunteered to help paint the mural that is now
displayed at the Belmar Train Station
northbound platform. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS,
STAR NEWS GROUP
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“I think it’s one of our finest moments of what the arts council can do for the community at large when the
community really needed something,” said Tim McCorry, former BAC trustee and co-chair.

One of the artists who responded was Delia King, who would go on to create the mural at the train station. Ms.
King is now a member of the BAC.

Ms. King said after the storm she was unsure how to give back to those who were affected — that is until she
saw the call for painting the barriers.

“Even if it’s not digging out their house, it’s still providing some sort of beauty where the wreckage is,” she
said.

The barrier designs not only attracted artists, but also got the attention of the Monmouth County Arts Council,
who approached the BAC about the ArtHelps grant.

The ArtHelps grant was created in the wake of Hurricane Sandy to assist affected communities by “bringing the
healing power of the arts to communities,” said Danielle Acerra, of the Monmouth County Arts Council.

“The Belmar Arts Council is the hub in this community for arts,” she said. So naturally, the ArtHelps grant had
to go to the BAC, who “does such great work in the community,” she said.

The $5,000 ArtHelps grant, coupled with the $2,500 the BBP supplied, provided the funding needed to launch
the mural project.

THE MESSAGE

To find an artist for the project, the BAC put a call out to muralists.

Twelve designs were submitted for the mural competition, but in the end it was Ms. King’s vision that won over
the BAC.

Using Google Earth 3D, Ms. King created a mural that depicted her own experience, journeying from
Philadelphia to Belmar.

According to Mrs. Hutchinson, the BAC chose Ms. King’s design because the concept was different,
contemporary and clever. It just needed to be tweaked to represent Belmar.

Drawing inspiration from Saul Steinberg’s “View of the World from Ninth Avenue” in The New Yorker, the mural
design was altered to be one’s journey on a train from New York to Belmar from Belmar’s point of view.

“The design depicts a celebration of spirit, my artistic expression of the dedication of Belmar’s residents to
overcoming the ecological and property damage caused by Hurricane Sandy through the healing power of art,”
Ms. King said.

With the help of the local community, Ms. King’s vision for her mural came to fruition and can now be seen at
the train station on the northbound side.

The local community helped paint the mural at the end of January during a community mural day, in which
about 90 people came out.

Prior to the event, Ms. King projected her design onto panels of cloth, each of which were numbered and had
the design drawn out in Sharpie. The number corresponded to a paint color, making it essentially like paint by
number.

All Ms. King’s murals are “created with feedback and then with the hands and the talents of the people who the
mural serves,” she said.

“There’s a sense of ownership that happens out of that,” she said.
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“I think that art serves a function of being able to convey a certain emotion, and in this case particularly with
the shore, a healing power,” Ms. King said.

Looking at the mural, Ms. King said she sees the connection it has with not only the town, but the surrounding
areas, the pride the town has in its land and the investment the residents have in Belmar.

“I wanted that conveyed in this — to remember that no matter what happens with the environment, that the
thing that matters in the end is where you live and who you live with,” she said.

On Saturday, April 26, residents gathered at the Belmar Train Station’s northbound platform for the mural’s
dedication ceremony.

Representatives from all the various agencies — including BAC, BBP, Monmouth County Arts Council, Ms. King
and Mayor Matt Doherty — involved in the mural’s creation spoke briefly, expressing the importance of the
mural and how it was another step in the healing process for the town.

Mayor Matt Doherty, who is a member of BAC, said after the dedication that since the storm “people's
generosity and outpouring of compassion has been overwhelming and this is just another piece of that.”

As for the mural design itself, Mayor Doherty said “I think it brings a uniqueness and a coolness,” because those
traveling on NJ Transit will not see anything like it on their journey, except in Belmar.

WHAT'S AHEAD

With the completion of the mural, the BAC and BBP are looking to use the remaining funds they have to install
a mural on the other side of the train station.

The BAC is also participating in the OceanFirst Charity Challenge for a chance to win a $10,000 grant from
OceanFirst Foundation. The top three charities who raise the most money will receive a grant.

If the BAC wins, it plans to use the grant to replace their front door with a new, handicapped accessible door.
Replacing the door is the last piece in the BAC’s efforts to recover from the storm.

The Belmar Arts Council is located at 608 River Road.

To see what the BAC has to offer visit its website at www.belmararts.org.

To donate to the BAC for the charity challenge, visit www.crowdrise.com/belmararts.
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