
The Coast Star (5/10/2012): Budget has zero 
tax rate rise 

Amended version of budget totals $20,529,872 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — An amended version of the 2012 municipal budget for Belmar was presented at the 
council meeting, here, on May 2. 

The amended version of the budget presented, which totals $20,529,872, reflects an additional 
amount of revenue, said Robbin Kirk, tax collector and chief financial officer for the borough.  

This addition is due to three grants the borough was advised it was receiving. 

The three grants were a Monmouth County Historical Grant, for $5,000, a Monmouth County 
Recycling Grant, for $11,175 and an additional $8,817 for a Safe and Secure Grant, Ms. Kirk 
said. The budget already accounted for $51,183 of the Safe and Secure Grant, but the borough 
received an additional $8,817, totaling $60,000 for the grant, she said. 

With these additions, $24,992 was added to the 2012 budget.  

There was also another amendment to the budget, which is due to a shift in funds for snow 
removal, she said. 

According to Ms. Kirk, the budget originally allocated $63,000 for snow removal. However, 
since there was no snow this winter, the borough reduced this amount by $45,000, leaving 
$18,000 in the snow removal budget.  

The $45,000 was then redistributed to other projects. These projects include buying new 
computers for the administration, work being done at the borough’s parks and repairs and 
renovations to the municipal building, such as air conditioning, ceiling tiles and the roof, Ms. 
Kirk said. Money will also be used to renovate the senior center, which is located in the 
municipal building.  

The rest of the budget remained the same.  

The owner of an average-priced home in the borough will see a municipal tax liability of around 
$2,380, equal to last year, if the spending plan is adopted. 

If the budget is approved, the tax rate will be 70.3 cents per $100 of assessed valuation, which is 
a zero increase per $100 of assessed valuation over last year. This means the owner of an 



average-priced home in the borough, assessed at $338,774, will have a municipal tax liability of 
$2,380. 

These figures do not include school or county taxes.  

Out of the $1,406,600 the borough has in surplus, the borough will use $1,300,000 in the 2012 
budget, Ms. Kirk said. 

The budget also included $330,000 in revenue for shared municipality services with Lake Como, 
Spring Lake and Spring Lake Heights, Ms. Kirk said. 

There is a $113,000 increase for borough hall repairs, and Mayor Matthew Doherty said a large 
portion of that will go toward the purchase and installation of an air conditioning unit in the gym, 
which is connected to borough hall. 

The budget also saw a 15-percent increase in the library budget, which was mandated by the 
state, Mayor Doherty said.  

A vote on the budget will take place at the next council meeting, on May 17, at Belmar 
Elementary School, located at 1101 Main St. The meeting will begin at 1:30 p.m. A meeting is 
scheduled once every year at the elementary school so students from the sixth to eighth grades 
can get an opportunity to participate in local government.  

	  


