
The Coast Star (5/10/2012): Third-graders 
thanked for cards 

Receive plaque from troops in Kuwait for holiday cards 

 

Teacher Lori Morello [back row, from left], teacher Lindsey Romao, paraprofessional Esther Whitley and teacher 
Suzanne Maroney, along with third-graders Yvonne Martinez [front row, from left], Thomas Fahy, Audrey 

Hardmeyer, Allison Waters, Alexandra Riozzi and Joseph Walsh, recently received a plaque troops sent the class for 
as a thank you for sending Christmas cards to them. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Third-graders at Belmar Elementary School were presented with a plaque from 
troops stationed in Kuwait for letters they wrote to them over the Christmas holidays.  

The three, third-grade classes were brought into a special assembly just for them on Tuesday. At 
the assembly, David Hallman, school superintendent, and Lisa Hannah, facilitating teacher at the 
school, surprised the students with the plaque.  

Ryan Kocienski, 8, of Belmar, said he thought the plaque was “cool” and “special.” 

 “It is special because if we look at it can we can remember those who fought for our country,” 
he said.  

Ryan and the other third-graders wrote Christmas cards and letters and drew pictures for the 29th 
Combat Aviation Brigade stationed in Camp Buehring, Kuwait, in December 2011, Ms. Hannah 
said.  

The third-grade classes got the idea from Wendy Sharin, former secretary at the school, who had 
forwarded Sue Maroney, third-grade teacher, an email from someone working with troops, Ms. 
Maroney said. 



In the email, the person said troops enjoyed hearing from children, Ms. Maroney said. The troops 
liked to see the innocence in what they write and say, she added. 

After talking to the other third-grade teachers, they decided it was a good idea to write these 
troops because the students could learn from it, Ms. Maroney said. 

The students learned that “anything they can do to support the troops can make a difference and 
about how much they are sacrificing for their safety,” she said.  

Maggie Jelley, 9, of Belmar, said she liked writing to the troops because it made her happy.  

In her letter, Maggie said she “thanked the troops for being such a good helper to America and 
everyone else.” 

In March, Ms. Maroney and Lindsey Ramao’s third-grade class, as well as Wendy Callahan’s 
first-grade class, sent “thank you” cards to Frankie Sosa, a cousin of third-grader Gina Soluri, 
who was being deployed. 

	  


