
The Coast Star (5/10/2012): Funeral parlor 
proposed for former church on Main Street 

 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The Lake Como Planning Board will vote on a resolution that will approve the 
conversion of a church into a funeral parlor on Main Street at its upcoming meeting. 

The proposed funeral home will be located at 2014 Main St., in the building formerly occupied 
by Grace Tabernacle Church. 

Grace Tabernacle Church took over the Shore Christian Center campus in Wall, after that church 
declared bankruptcy and defaulted on its mortgage. 

At the boroughs April 9 meeting, planning board members voted to approve the application for 
preliminary and final site plans, after hearing comments from the public. 

Viveca Graham, planning board secretary, said in an email that “overall the consensus is that the 
funeral home will be a welcomed addition to the town.”  

The funeral parlor, called Oceanside Memorial Home, will use the existing structure of the 
building, which is 9,022 square feet, but the applicant plans on converting the steeple into a light 
tower, said John Palus, the project’s engineer. The application was filed under 2014 Main St. 
LLC and the applicant is Dave Hernandez, who owns two other funeral homes, he said. 

The change to a light tower is so the building has more of a beach theme as opposed to looking 
like a church. 

The applicant also plans on expanding the building by 325 square feet, which will be used for a 
garage, Mr. Palus said. 

An additional seven parking spaces will be added onto the existing 14 spaces and the applicant 
plans on repaving the driveway, Mr. Palus said.  

The Lake Como Planning Board meeting is scheduled for May 14 at the borough hall, located at 
1740 Main St. The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m.  

	  


