
The Coast Star (5/10/2012): Planning board 
adopts resolution for restaurant, bar at 

Belmar Marina 
Operations on the marina hope to open as early as July 

 

 

The Ninth Avenue Pier at the Belmar Marina [its unofficial logo is above], operated by Chefs International, has 
been approved for construction from the Belmar Planning Board and is set to open as early as July. Photo courtesy 

NETWAVE INTERACTIVE MARKETING, INC. 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — At a special planning board meeting on May 7, planning board members voted 7-0, 
with two abstaining, to adopt a resolution allowing Chefs International to build a patio bar and 
restaurant and miniature golf course on the Belmar Marina.  

The patio bar and restaurant, which was originally approved at the May 1 planning board 
meeting, will be on the Ninth Avenue pier, where the company would rent the pier from the 
borough. 

The pier will be rented from the borough for $95,000 with a 3-percent annual increase, over a 
25-year period, meaning Belmar will receive a little more than $3.4 million. 



The patio bar and restaurant will be family friendly, where people will seat themselves, waiters 
will serve beverages and people will go to the counter to order, said Bob Cooper, president of 
Chefs International. 

The patio bar and restaurant, which Chefs International plans on calling The Ninth Avenue Pier 
at the Belmar Marina, will sit on 5,000 square feet and will hold 450 to 500 people. There will be 
270 seats and a wood-fired brick oven, raw bar and lobster pot. 

The concerns raised at the planning board meeting on May 1 about smoking, which Chefs 
International plans on having, were addressed at the May 7 meeting. 

Chefs International heard the concerns from the planning board members and residents, Mayor 
Matthew Doherty said. The borough and company will come to a negotiated agreement “that 
would keep it as smoke free as possible but not put them at a competitive disadvantage” with 
other smoking establishments in the area, the mayor said.  

Overall, though, Mayor Doherty said the borough is very excited about the project. 

“[It is] not just a financial benefit for the borough but it will also help kick start the 
redevelopment in the seaport area,” Mayor Doherty said. 

The other operation Chefs International will have, which is separate from the patio bar and 
restaurant, is the miniature golf course. The miniature golf course will be located off Route 35 
across from the Dairy Queen on the marina property.  

The miniature golf course will be 10,000 square feet and will consist of 18 holes. There will be 
natural landscaping, including a lighthouse and waterfall, Mr. Cooper said. 

Mr. Cooper said the miniature golf course would be open seven days a week, from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m., and will be open seasonally as long as the weather allows. 

The architect for the miniature golf course is Harris Miniature Golf Courses, Inc., located in 
Wildwood.  

The patio bar and restaurant and miniature golf course are part of the Seaport Redevelopment 
Plan, which was created in 2003 to revitalize the redevelopment area.  

The plan consists of two redevelopment areas: the Belmar Marina-Maclearie Park Rehabilitation 
Area and Belmar Seaport Village Redevelopment Area. 

The Marina-Maclearie Park Rehabilitation Area extends from the western edge of Maclearie 
Park to the eastern edge of the Belmar Marina, including all the land, docks and other marina 
improvements north of Route 35, according to the redevelopment plan, while the Seaport Village 
Redevelopment Area covers the primary food, beverage and retail area from Ninth Avenue to 
Shark River in the borough.  



The patio bar and restaurant and miniature golf course are part off the Marina-Maclearie Park 
Rehabilitation Area.  

Chefs International is currently applying for permits and will begin the work as soon as they are 
obtained.  

The company estimates the project, including the miniature golf course and patio bar and 
restaurant, will cost around $1 million to complete.  

The company would like to open the Marina operations as soon as possible, with hopes of 
opening in July.  

	  


