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raised for proposed condo, retail space 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Members of the Belmar Technical Design Review Committee were optimistic 
about the three-story condo and retail building that could be constructed in the borough at their 
May 7 meeting. 

However, the members were concerned about one aspect of the plan: the parking.  

The location, 500 Main St., is owned by Shark River Investors, located in Red Bank, who want 
to convert the space, where Strollo’s Italian Ice is located, into a building that complies with the 
Seaport Redevelopment Plan.  

The plan was created in 2003 to revitalize the redevelopment area.  

The plan consists of two redevelopment areas: the Belmar Marina-Maclearie Park Rehabilitation 
Area and Belmar Seaport Village Redevelopment Area. 

The Marina-Maclearie Park Rehabilitation Area extends from the western edge of Maclearie 
Park to the eastern edge of the Belmar Marina, including all the land, docks and other marina 
improvements north of Route 35. 

The Seaport Village Redevelopment Area covers the primary food, beverage and retail area in 
Belmar from 9th Avenue to Shark River. 

The three-story retail and condo building is part of the area. 

If the space is converted, the whole area will be 46,400 square feet and three stories. The total 
retail space would be 12,179 square feet — 9,643 of it being on the first floor. The first floor 
would consist of a restaurant, Strollo’s and approximately seven retail stores.  

There would be 16 condo units, totaling 23,760 square feet, for sale. Eight of the condo units, 
located on the second floor, would be 1,210 square feet, said Mark Kitrick, attorney for Shark 
River Investors. The third-floor condo units would be 1,760 square feet. The rest of the second 
floor would consist of office space.  

The restaurant will be located on the first floor. There would also be a 2,500-square-foot rooftop 
lounge, with views of Shark River, said Michael Melillo, the project’s architect. It has also been 
proposed to use the third floor as part of the restaurant as well, he added. If the third floor is not 
used as part of the restaurant, it could be used for office space. 



At the Technical Design Review Committee meeting on May 7, several members of the 
committee raised concerns about parking.  

As the plan currently stands, there are 32 parking spaces proposed for the building. The way the 
borough code is written, there needs to be two spaces per condo unit, Mr. Melillo said. This 
would mean that all of the 32 parking spaces could be used for the condo units. 

Many committee members raised concerns that the parking plan is not feasible, given the 
restaurant and the amount of retail space the plan designates. 

Tom Latza, member of the Technical Design Review Committee, raised such concerns.  

“I would not want the retail and restaurant places to suffer because there is not enough parking to 
go there,” Mr. Latza said. 

Mr. Melillo said Shark River Investors is working with the borough to come to an agreement on 
the parking.  

There has been discussion of shared parking between the condos and retail space, Mr. Melillo 
said.  

There have also been discussions about creating a municipal lot, in which case different 
developers would contribute to the plans, Mr. Melillo said. No lot has been proposed yet, he 
added.  

Shark River Investors is scheduled to appear before the planning board on June 18.  

	  


