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‘rocks,’ draws 800 

Event raised more than $7,000 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The fifth annual Rock for Autism event sponsored last Friday by the Belmar First Aid 
Squad drew in over 800 people, making it the largest crowd since it began. 

The Rock for Autism event, which took place at D’Jais Bar & Grill, benefits Surfers Healing.  

Surfers Healing, a nonprofit organization dedicated to enriching the lives of autistic children 
through surfing, was founded by Danielle and Israel Paskowitz, whose son, Isaiah, was diagnosed 
with autism when he was 3. After realizing how much the ocean and surfing impacted their child, 
Mr. and Mrs. Paskowitz decided to host surf camps around the country to expose autistic children to 
surfing. 

Rock for Autism will help fund the eighth annual Beach Bash, which is a two-day surf camp in 
Belmar. The Beach Bash is hosted by Autism Family Services of New Jersey and the event is run 
by the Belmar First Aid. 

This year, the Rock for Autism event raised about $7,000, said Fran Hines, director of Emergency 
Medical Services for the borough, who helped organize the event. This was the most the event has 
ever raised. 

The money raised will pay for the tents, tables, chairs and food for the Beach Bash, which attracts 
around 250 children, he said. 

“[The event] is a day where the families can let their hair down,” he said.  

It is an opportunity for the families to be themselves and not worry about other people looking and 
criticizing the way their child acts, Mr. Hines added. Mr. Hines, a resident of Neptune City, has a 
14-year-old autistic son, Colton. 

Jillian Daidone, communications coordinator for Autism Family Services of New Jersey, said the 
event is comforting for families because the people at the event are supporters or in similar 
situations. 

“[The event] is very touching because parents and kids are proud that they can accomplish 
something society might tell them they can’t.” 

	  


