
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Brielle

North vs. South rivalry slated to continue
May 31
Proceeds from the event will benefit Brielle’s Maclain Grieb
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Brielle residents are gearing up for another day of friendly competition and fun — all while raising
funds for a good cause.

The annual North v. South Sports Challenge, now in its fourth year, pits the north and south side of town against
each other in various sporting events for a chance to claim the title.

The south won the first year of the competition, while the north has won the past two years, and is seeking a
three-peat.

THE CAUSE

Each year, funds from the event benefit a local family.

This year’s recipient is Maclain Grieb, 13, who is a seventh-grader at Brielle
Elementary School.

Maclain was diagnosed with VACTERL association, which is a disorder that affects
many body systems. VACTERL stands for vertebrae, anal atresia, cardiac anomalies,
tracheoesophageal fistula, renal anomalies and limb anomalies, according to the
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital website.

“When you have an event for someone in your own community, it definitely makes a
difference in the fact that you know where the money goes,” said John Devereux, chairman of Brielle
Recreation, which hosts the sports challenge. “It is a good feeling to know you helped out one of your own.”

Mr. Devereux’s daughter, Sara, 13, is in Maclain’s grade.

According to Mr. Devereux, the event was able to raise about $40,000 in its first three years for several local
families.

The money raised this year will help offset costs associated with Maclain’s illness.

Stacy Grieb, Maclain’s mother, said even though this is not the first time the family has received help, it is hard
to accept each time.

“We are very grateful people care this much to want to do this,” she said.

According to Ms. Grieb, since Maclain has been born he has undergone over 100 surgeries, both big and small.

“It’s a roller-coaster ride,” she said. “It’s not easy that’s for sure.”

But, she said, Maclain has done well dealing with it.

“Life isn’t easy for him, but he makes the best out of it,” Ms. Maclain said.

Maclain said over the past 13 years have been pretty tough.
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“I’ve gotten through a lot over the years. It’s been tough, but with all my friends and family I’ve gotten
through it,” he said.

The hardest part, he said, is

“just living through it,” but he has tried to maintain a positive outlook.

Though Maclain has been through a lot, he said he is a typical 13-year-old boy who enjoys playing the drums
and soccer.

As for the money, Maclain said he wanted to say a “big thank you” to everyone who is doing this for him.

THE EVENT

The North v. South Sports Challenge will take place on May 31 at Brielle Park.

The day will be complete with 10-14 events, including softball, tennis, flag football and basketball, each of
which will count towards the overall winner.

“The best thing about the day is that you can come to one location and watch a variety of different activities,
enjoy some great food [and] music and know at the end of the day that there will be a check given to the
family to help offset costs associated with Mac’s health issues,” Mr. Devereux said.

There will be several changes to this year’s event, which includes more children’s activities for those ages 3-8
and announcing the winner at Brielle Park.

In previous years, the winner was announced at Union Landing.

“We made the change because we want the whole community to be together as we announce the winner of the
day,” Mr. Devereux said.

Residents can sign up for the sports challenge until May 19. Forms are available in borough hall or by calling Mr.
Devereux at 732-223-5936. The cost to participate is $15 per person.

According to Mr. Devereux about 300 people participate each year.

As of Tuesday, about 160 people have signed up, which is a “little behind” from previous years, he said.

“As of now, we are half way to our goal of sign ups,” he said.

The event will take place from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. on May 31 at Brielle Park.

There will be music all day and food will be available from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Sara’s Tasty Treat Stand.

The winner will be announced around 4 p.m.
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