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Belmar resident receives medal for service
to aviation
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A Belmar resident recently received a medal for her years of service to aviation.

Janis Keown-Blackburn, 65, of River Court, was a pilot for over 40 years, flying with Kiwi Airlines, Eastern
Airlines, Sun Country Airlines, Summit Airlines, Princeton Airways, and, most recently, Spirit Airlines, Ms.
Keown-Blackburn said. She retired from Spirit Airlines in March after serving with them for 14 years.

Throughout her years as a pilot, Ms. Keown-Blackburn not only dedicated her time to the business in the air,
but also on the ground, having served on many different organizations.

Ms. Keown-Blackburn served as the past treasurer and secretary for the Ninety-Nines, an international
organization for women pilots; event coordinator and participant in the Garden State 300, an air race, for
several years; past executive director and current secretary of the NJ Aviation Education Council; and helped
the Civil Air Patrol teach teenagers about flight instruction and education. She is hoping to become active with
the Civil Air Patrol, again.

On May 3, Ms. Keown-Blackburn was honored at the 2013 Annual New Jersey State Aviation Conference, which
took place at Newark Liberty International Airport. There, with her significant other, Belmar resident Harry
Aschoff, in attendance, she received the Alex DeCroce Medal for Aviation Excellence. Ms. Keown-Blackburn’s
daughter, Sandra, 43, could not be in attendance as she lives in California.

“I wasn’t sure if I deserved it. I just do these things because I enjoy volunteering,”
she said. “I don’t think it warrants a medal, but I was very, very honored.”

Mike Stoddard, Mid-Atlantic Aviation Coalition [MAAC] president, said Ms. Keown-
Blackburn has been very active in aviation education and inspiring young women.
MAAC is the sponsor for the annual New Jersey State Aviation Conference.

It was her role in inspiring young women “that really was the deciding factor,” he
said.

“She certainly is the most deserving person we could think of,” Mr. Stoddard said,
noting the Alex DeCroce Medal for Aviation Excellence is the highest award MAAC can give.

Ms. Keown-Blackburn will be running in the Democratic primary, which is uncontested unless there is a write-in.
She will be vying for one of the two open seats on the Belmar dais in November.
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