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Belmar boardwalk to be dedicated on
Wednesday
Gov. Chris Christie expected to be among
those in attendance
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The unofficial start to the beach season is less than
one week away, and the borough will be kicking off the season
in style.

On Wednesday, May 22, just days prior to Memorial Day
weekend — the unofficial start to the summer season — Belmar
will be unveiling their new boardwalk. Gov. Chris Christie is
expected to attend. In addition, the borough has invited state
congressmen, assemblymen and county freeholders to attend
the ribbon cutting.

Hurricane Sandy had decimated the boardwalk, resulting in it
having to be completely rebuilt.

Late last year, Belmar awarded the boardwalk contract to
Piscataway-based Epic Management, who began working in
early January.

Four months later, the boardwalk is up and ready for the many
beach patrons expected to make their way to Belmar this
summer.

The ribbon cutting will signal a milestone reached in the rebuilding effort, as well as
the start to the summer season.

“Belmar has had a boardwalk every year since 1875, so it’s part of the character of
the town,” Mayor Matt Doherty said.

The mayor said Belmar has about 140 small businesses that depend on the tourist
season “so it was always imperative that the boardwalk be done on time for Memorial
Day weekend.”

“While there were bumps along the way, including our engineering firm being
indicted, we were committed to not letting anything stop us from accomplishing this goal,” Mayor Doherty said.

The mayor was referencing the fact that several employees of Birdsall Services Group, the borough’s
engineering firm, as well as the firm itself, were recently indicted for their alleged role in a pay-to-play
scheme.

The ribbon cutting for the beach will begin at 11 a.m. between Fifth and Sixth avenues at the beachfront.
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The Belmar boardwalk has been restored its
former glory, and will be unveiled next
Wednesday with Gov. Chris Christie in
attendance. The ribbon cutting will take place
between Fifth and Sixth avenues on the
oceanfront. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR
NEWS GROUP
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