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Community garden coming to town
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School will soon be the source of many vegetables and fruits as the students are
in the process of creating a community garden.

The School Health Council [SHC] has been working on bringing the initiative to the school, and will incorporate
the various classes to help bring the final product together.

The SHC is part of the school’s strategic plan, with the goal of getting students more fit and healthy. The
strategic plan is a five-year initiative that allows teachers, parents, administration and community members to
work collaboratively to envision the future and identify the necessary steps to reach that vision for the school.

The community garden will be located in the front of the school to the left of the main entrance, and will
serve as a place for members of the community to take home various vegetables and fruits.

To involve the students in the community garden process, each class has been given different tasks, said
Elizabeth Cole, the administrator who facilitates the SHC meetings and relays the information to the school’s
superintendent, David Hallman.

According to Ms. Cole, the pre-k and first-grade classes will be having a lady bug
release later this school year. The second- and third-graders will be planting tomato
plants and other seeds in the garden next week. Various classes, including the fourth-
graders, have been growing tomatoes, zucchini and marigolds in their classrooms. The
fifth-graders will have a master composter come in to teach them about the
importance of compost. In sixth-grade, the students created stepping stones last
week. And the seventh-graders will be drawing a mural behind the garden.

This Saturday, on May 18, parents and students will come together to make the beds
that the fruit and vegetables will grow in.

Ms. Cole said the SHC is hoping to have the zucchini ready for picking before the school year ends, the
tomatoes and beans ready throughout the summer and potatoes ready for the fall.

© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Community garden coming to town”

Star News Group (05.16.13): Community garden coming to town http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/05.16.13/community_g...

1 of 1 5/17/13 11:18 AM


