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Council talks parking on Parkway, planting
between street, sidewalk
To look at creating, altering ordinances to comply with needs
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — During the workshop portion of the May 7 council meeting, Mayor Mike Ryan discussed planting in
the area between the sidewalk and street and parking on Parkway.

PLANTING

While the area between the sidewalk and the street is maintained by homeowners, it is owned by the borough
and should not be planted because utilities run under that area, the mayor said. It is also a right of way access
for people to get in and out of cars, he said.

“Any planting other than grass is prohibited,” Mayor Ryan said.

According to the mayor, people received parking tickets last year because they had
parked on the east side of Parkway over the area between the sidewalk and the
street, which is prohibited because it blocks access to the underground utilities. In
addition, residents have also received a summons for putting items in that area other
than grass as it could be a safety hazard, he said.

The borough is looking at changing its ordinance to be specific to say that people
cannot plant between the sidewalk and curb, other than grass, the mayor said.

Until the ordinance is changed, the borough will be giving warnings, Mayor Ryan said.

PARKWAY PARKING

According to the mayor, the gas company, NJ Natural Gas, has asked the borough to not have parking on the
east side of Parkway.

This would mean that there would be no street parking on Parkway since the west side currently has parking
prohibited, he said.

The mayor said the gas company asked for no parking since the gas lines run on the east side of Parkway. With
no parking, it would make it easier for the gas company to work on the gas lines, if need be, he said.

Brendan Maas, superintendent of public works, said there has always been a problem with parking on Parkway.

Mr. Maas said since the street is narrow, people have a hard time getting out of their cars safely and car mirrors
are broken off. In addition, he said, people tend to park their cars over the curb, which damages underground
infrastructure, he said.

If the borough decides to go ahead and prohibit parking on the east side of Parkway it will be done by an
ordinance.
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