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Assemblyman talks to students about making bills into laws 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — New Jersey Assemblyman Sean Kean [R] visited the fourth and fifth graders at Saint Rose 
Elementary School on Friday, May 11.  

Assemblyman Kean, who represents Belmar, visited the school to teach the students about how a bill becomes a 
law as part of a social studies chapter in Eileen Gamberg’s fifth grade class. Karen Sullivan’s fourth grade class 
was asked to join.  

Ms. Gamberg’s fifth grade class was learning about the U.S. Constitution and the federal branches of 
government and relating it to the state government.  

The assemblyman was brought into the class to talk to the students about how the state government is modeled 
after the federal one.  

“It is fun to see the interest in civics and the participation you get with the kids at that level,” Assemblyman 
Kean said. “It is their first involvement in politics other than reading and hearing about it.” 

Assemblyman Kean said he spoke to the students about the state government, the governor’s position, the 
judiciary and the cabinet. He also spoke about the federal government, since the state government has been 
“copied” from the federal one.  

Fourth-grader Ava Bongiovanni, 9, of Wall, said that learning facts about the government is important because 
a person should know what is going on in the district and state. 

Fifth-grader Danny Silva, 10, of Neptune, agreed. 

“It is important to learn about how a bill becomes a law so you can hear stuff when you are older and 
understand what it means and understand what is going on in the government and if the governor is good,” he 
said.  

Danny said Assemblyman Kean made learning about government easier than a textbook. The textbook, 
according to Danny, is “advanced” and contains information he did not understand. The assemblyman, on the 
other hand, made it easier for children to understand, he said, because he broke the information down and did 
not use “large words.” 

At the end of the session, Assemblyman Kean challenged the students to come up with a bill of their own. If it 
“makes sense,” the assemblyman would consider making it into a real bill, he said. 

The fourth and fifth graders have not come up with an idea — yet. 

	  


