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Artwalk attracts many to Belmar
Art included photography, graffiti,
stained class
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Art was on the mind for many people as the 10th
annual Artwalk made its way to town this past Sunday.

The Artwalk began 10 years ago out of necessity to keep
downtown thriving in the winter, said Liz Finegan, owner of
Artifacts Boutique, on Main Street, and coordinator of the
event.

It started just on the block where her business is located,
between 10th and 11th avenues on Main Street, and has
expanded several blocks over the years.

The artwalk provides a chance for people to walk from venue
to venue, experiencing different types of art.

“[Art] makes us human,” she said. “It sounds terrible but
everyone is becoming these droids and the art is kind of the
saving grace.”

This year’s Artwalk featured abstract paintings, pop art,
stained glass, photography, pottery,
music and graffiti. The event is free, but artists are able to sell their work.

Artists selling their work is not the main intention, Ms. Finegan said.

According to her, the main intention of the Artwalk is “to get people to see art and
interact on a lighter level other than a gallery.”

It is about “intermingling with the retailers and getting people around town,” Ms.
Finegan continued.

At least 200 people came through Artifacts Boutique, which is where the map for the
event was located, but Ms. Finegan said there was probably more people than that as not everyone comes to
get a map.

“It was the most we ever had come through,” she said.

She continued, “It was a lively crowd and perfect weather, so I couldn't have been more thrilled.”

St. Rose Grammar School first- through- seventh-graders created about 100 posters for storefront windows for
the Artwalk.

Jane Magovern, the grammar school’s art teacher, said the students created around a spring theme. The
students used different mediums to create their artwork, with finished products including flowers, spring
activities, rainbows and trees, she said.

Ms. Finegan said the posters looked fantastic, and that she is trying to incorporate art on all different levels.
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Members of the Beach Music Rock Band
performed in the Pyanoe Plaza in Belmar during
the annual Artwalk in town. The rock band
members are students of Beach Music Studio, in
Belmar. Photo by RYAN MAYER, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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In the future, Ms. Finegan said she would like to expand the artwalk further, bringing poetry, spoken word and
comedians into the event.
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