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Council, schools to hold ‘Belmar Strong’
beach event
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — To celebrate all that the borough has endured and overcome since Hurricane Sandy, the local
elementary schools and mayor and council are collaborating to host a beach day for area children.

“It’s a day to celebrate restoration, inspiration and hope,” said Lisa Hannah, Belmar Elementary assistant
principal and director of curriculum.

The Belmar Strong Beach Celebration is a day for St. Rose Grammar School and Belmar Elementary students to
enjoy the beach — a local asset many have been missing since Hurricane Sandy.

The event will take place on May 22, and will act as the boardwalk’s ribbon cutting for the children.

“It’s a day for the kids to kind of take back what was theirs prior to the storm,” Ms. Hannah said.

Mayor Matt Doherty said it is “important to set aside time to do something special just
for them [the children].”

“I think as much as the adults have had to deal with the consequences of Sandy, I
think we’ve overlooked how much the children have had to deal with it as well,”
Mayor Doherty said.

The day will feature music, food, games and a bouncy house. Each student will be
given a T-shirt and a beach towel.

Belmar Elementary is inviting organizations that have contributed to them since
Hurricane Sandy, such as Freehold Borough Public Schools, Olney School District in Maryland, and local schools.

The students will be bused to the 12th Avenue beach. No children will be permitted in the water.

The rain date is slated for the next day, Thursday, May 23.

Gov. Chris Christie is expected to visit Belmar to officially open the new boardwalk prior to Memorial Day
weekend.

OTHER EVENTS

The school will also be hosting several other events centered around the ‘Belmar Strong’ theme.

The school will have a Kindness Week assembly on May 17. The assembly will be a time for Belmar Elementary
to reflect on all the generosity it has received since Hurricane Sandy. The Weeks of Kindness will be from May
20-May 31.

During the assembly, the students will learn about the Acts of Kindness jar, which will be placed in each home
room. Each time a student is caught doing an act of kindness, their class jar will receive a shell. The class with
the most shells from kindergarten to fourth grade and from fifth to eighth grade will each receive a prize. For
kindergartners to fourth-graders the prize will be a Staples gift card, and for fifth- through- eighth-graders the
prize will be a lunch from Surf Taco.

The two winners will be announced on May 31.
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Belmar Elementary will also be hosting an assembly on May 31 for the students, where Richard Hight will be
presenting.

During Mr. Hight’s presentation, he will create artwork centered around a given theme with the students’ help.
The theme for Belmar Elementary is Belmar Strong, Mr. Hight said.

“I want to inspire the audience to turn the possibilities into masterpieces,” he said. “I want them to feel
empowered to see themselves as artists and having the power to create their future, much like an artist
creates artwork.”

For Belmar Elementary students who are recovering from Hurricane Sandy, Mr. Hight said his program will help
the students work “through the bad stuff to find the new normal and what works for each of us.”

“Recovery is a process much like creating artwork is,” he said. “It’s actually more like a discovery. I discover
the picture being created on the canvas. People do the same when they face challenges.”

According to Mr. Hight, the students will “make the journey” with him as he creates a piece of artwork. The
students will not be told what he is creating, but will be able to keep the finished work. There will be two
assemblies— one for kindergarten to third grade and one for fourth grade to eighth grade— and each will
receive a finished piece of work.

“At times things do not look as if they can possibly become something worth looking at or enjoyable, but then a
few more strokes are added and the picture makes sense,” he said. “That’s a great metaphor for life.”
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