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Gift auction raises $6K for Belmar PTO
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Elementary Parent Teacher Organization
held its biggest fundraiser of the year last Friday.

Each year, the PTO holds one large fundraiser to raise money
to support school endeavors. Traditionally that event has been
Casino Night, but this year the PTO decided to try a new
event, the April Showers Bring May Flowers Gift Auction. The
event was held at The Columns, in Avon-by-the-Sea.

Over 230 gift baskets were auctioned off, said Carol Hope,
co-chairwoman of the event. Gift baskets included gift cards
from local restaurants, such as the Boathouse, Nicchio
Ristorante and Tulipano’s, an electric guitar and tickets to
Rutgers and Princeton football. Most items were donated to
the event, but the PTO did purchase some of them.

“Everybody had a really good chance” of winning, Ms. Hope
said. “Most people did leave with something.”

The event raised a little over $6,000 for the PTO, Ms. Hope
said.

The money raised will go toward the PTO, which supports
school endeavors such as the school’s field day, in-school
assemblies and scholarships for graduating seniors who are
Belmar Elementary alumni.

Overall, Ms. Hope said the event was “fantastic.”

The PTO is grateful for all who attended and donated
“because without them we wouldn’t
have been successful,” Ms. Hope said.
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Mimie Lusardi and her husband, Jason, of
Belmar, carefully checked their options during
the Belmar Elementary Parent Teacher
Organization’s [PTO] April Showers Bring May
Flowers Gift Auction last Friday. Proceeds from
the event benefited the PTO, who supports
various for school endeavors, such as
assemblies and the school’s field day. Photo by
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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