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Local police officers gearing up for Police
Unity Tour
To raise awareness for those who have died in the line of duty
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Monmouth County police officers, as well as other colleagues from across the United States and
the world, are gearing up to make their trek to Washington, D.C. for the annual Police Unity Tour.

The unity tour will take place from May 9 to 12, and will raise money for the National Law Enforcement
Officer’s Memorial and Museum.

The Police Unity Tour began in 1997 with 18 officers biking from New Jersey to the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Last year, about 1,500 colleagues from over 40 states across the United States and international colleagues
from Italy, Israel, Canada, Australia and Great Britain participated, raising about $1.65 million.

The purpose of the tour is to raise awareness of police officers who have died in the line of duty and to raise
funds for the memorial and museum, located in Judiciary Square in Washington, D.C.

This year’s Police Unity Tour will begin on May 9 and end on May 12, with an arrival
ceremony at the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial.

On May 8, the day before the unity tour begins, the Police Unity Tour Chapter II,
which is based in Central and Southern New Jersey, is sponsoring a special ride from
Union Beach to Ortley Beach to honor Kyle Deatherage. Mr. Deatherage was an Illinois
state trooper who came to New Jersey to help in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, and
died in the line of duty after returning to Illinois.

The next day, on May 9, they will begin the unity tour in Delran, and travel to
Washington, D.C., where there will be an arrival ceremony at the National Law

Enforcement Officers Memorial.

Lake Como Patrolman Phil Bohrman said the ride is important because “we don’t want to forget. We want to
remember that these officers have gone out there and died in the line of duty serving and protecting the
public.”
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