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Camden resident charged for death of
Howell woman
Motor vehicle accident happened Easter morning in Belmar
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A Camden man was arrested and charged Monday for the Easter morning car accident in Belmar that
resulted in the death of a 26-year-old Howell woman.

Edwin Martinez, 22, of North 34th St. in Camden, was charged with first-degree vehicular homicide within
1,000 feet of a school zone; third-degree causing death while operating a motor vehicle while having a
suspended driver’s License; and one count of criminal mischief, a disorderly person’s offense.

If convicted of all the charges, Mr. Martinez could face up to 25 years and six months in jail.

Mr. Martinez surrendered to police Monday afternoon and was lodged in the Monmouth County Correctional
Institution, Freehold Township, on $300,500 bail with no 10-percent option, as set by Monmouth County
Superior Court Judge Honora O’Brien Kilgallen, J.S.C.

Early Sunday, April 20 — Easter morning — an altercation took place outside Connolly Station between Mr.
Martinez and two other bar patrons, resulting in Mr. Martinez smashing the windshield of another vehicle.

After the bar closed, Mr. Martinez then entered and drove his car at a high rate of
speed, heading down Eighth Avenue toward Route 35, with the victim, Tiffany Soto,
26, of Howell, as a passenger.

As Mr. Martinez crossed through the intersection, where he had a red light signal, he
collided with a motor vehicle occupied by two individuals, Brandi Savastano, 30, and
her husband, Joseph, 26, both of Neptune City.

Neither of those two individuals sustained any injuries.

The vehicle operated by Mr. Martinez then continued through the intersection and
crashed into the parking lot of the Belmar Marina. During this crash, Ms. Soto was ejected from the vehicle and
sustained fatal injuries.

She was taken to Jersey Shore University Medical Center [JSUMC], in Neptune, where she was pronounced
dead.

A joint investigation conducted by the Monmouth County Prosecutor’s Office and Belmar Police Department
revealed Mr. Martinez was operating the motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol.

Anyone with additional information about this case is urged to call Detective Eric Kerecman, of the Monmouth
County Prosecutor’s Office, at 1-800-533-7443, or Belmar Police Sgt. Mark Walsifer at 732-681-1700.

Despite these charges, every defendant is presumed innocent, unless and until found guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt, following a trial at which the defendant has all of the trial rights guaranteed by the U.S.
Constitution and State law.

The case is assigned to Monmouth County Assistant Prosecutor Thomas C. Huth, director of the office’s Major
Crimes Bureau.
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John Klamo, Mr. Martinez’s attorney, said, “it’s just a sad event.”

According to Mr. Klamo, his client is “mentally distraught” because Ms. Soto was his girlfriend.

Th attorney also said some of the liability is on Connolly Station because, according to Mr. Klamo, Mr. Martinez
had a blood alcohol level of 0.207, which is above the legal limit of 0.08.

“The bar shouldn’t be giving someone drinks to that extent to make a profit,” Mr. Klamo said.

Mr. Martinez remained in the Monmouth County Correctional Institution in Freehold in lieu of bail as of
yesterday. Mr. Klamo said he will be making a bail reduction motion to the assignment judge today.

Calls seeking comment from Mark Farrell, the owner of Connolly Station, were not returned by press time.
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