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Vitale explains budget increase despite
declining enrollment
Increase due to tuition costs of Manasquan High School
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Board of education member Tedd Vitale explained why, despite the school’s declining enrollment,
the 2014-2015 school budget saw an increase.

Mr. Vitale sits on the board’s finance committee.

Over the past few years, Brielle Elementary has seen a steady decline in enrollment— a trend that is expected
to continue in the 2014-2015 school year.

The school has 579 students this year and is expecting to have 546 students next year.

That figure, according to a demographic study released in February 2013, is expected to drop to 428 students in
the 2017-2018 school year— a figure Superintendent Christine Carlson has said could “absolutely” become a
reality.

Despite the decline in enrollment, the 2014-2015 budget totals $13,600,943, which is
a $175,534 increase over this year’s budget.

Mr. Vitale said he is sure “people in town are having a difficult time reconciling why”
there is a declining enrollment, but an increase in the budget, which is why he
wanted to shed some light on this during the board of education meeting on May 14.

The reason for the increase, Mr. Vitale said, is due to tuition costs at Manasquan High
School [MHS].

According to Joan Saylor, business administrator and board secretary, the tuition cost
for the high school has remained the same at $13,100.

Despite the same cost for tuition, Brielle Elementary School will see approximately a $300,000 increase in
tuition cost to MHS in the 2014-2015 budget.

Brielle Elementary is paying about $3.13 million this school year, and is expected to pay about $3.43 million
next school year, Ms. Saylor said.

This is due to an increase in number of Brielle students attending the high school next school year, as well as
$90,852 the school owes MHS, Ms. Saylor said, noting this year Brielle is paying for 244 students to attend and
next year the school expects to pay for 256 students.

The $90,852 is owed to the high school because Brielle sent more children than expected during the 2012-2013
school year, Ms. Saylor said.

The increase in Manasquan High School tuition for the 2014-2015 school year is offset by a cut in staff, decrease
in debt service and decrease in utility costs, the business administrator said.

Two classroom teachers and one speech pathologist positions are being eliminated, as well as the school
psychologist position being reduced from four days to three. This is due to the declining enrollment.
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While Mrs. Carlson declined to release the names of the two classroom teachers whose positions are being
eliminated, she said one is a special education teacher and one is a first-grade teacher.

Those teachers will have the opportunity to remain in the school as teacher’s assistants, she said.

Ms. Saylor said if the declining enrollment remains a trend, it will not impact taxes drastically as the school is
bound by the 2 percent cap for raising the tax levy.

“Like everyone else, we have to live within our means,” she said.
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