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Borough to leave Birdsall
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — With the future of Birdsall Services Group [BSG] still uncertain, Belmar has decided to part ways with
the engineering firm and make way for Maser Consulting.

BSG, the borough’s longtime engineering firm, is currently under the limelight for some of its employees
alleged role in a pay-to-play scheme that allowed them to avoid state restrictions by disguising illegal
corporate political contributions as personal contributions of employees of the firm.

Mayor Matt Doherty said at last Wednesday’s council meeting that BSG employees working in Belmar did a
“magnificent job” finishing the boardwalk, but the company itself is looking to sell, so the borough went out to
bid for a conflict engineer to start moving work over to the new firm.

After looking through the bid documents, Maser Consulting, based in Red Bank, was the best choice, the mayor
said.

A resolution was unanimously passed at the May 15 council meeting appointing Maser Consulting as the conflict
engineer.

Maser Consulting is “large enough to absorb someone like us but we also know we’ll
get the same personal attention that we require,” Mayor Doherty said.

Rich Maser, founder of the firm, said Maser Consulting represents approximately 50
municipalities throughout the state.

According to the firm’s founder, the company’s strong point is its infrastructure
knowledge, design capabilities and ability to get funding for municipalities.

“The number one cornerstone of our reputation is our responsiveness,” Mr. Maser
said. “We’re always available 24/7.”

Councilman Brian Magovern asked whether Belmar would be put on the back burner since Maser Consulting
services about 50 municipalities.

He also said BSG always gave Belmar “the personal touch” since some of its employees who worked in Belmar
also lived in the town.

“They went the extra mile for us,” he said.

Mr. Maser said Belmar would not be put on the backburner as the firm has approximately 380 staff members,
and Maser Consulting is in the process of absorbing several current BSG employees who already service Belmar.

These employees include Paul Calabrese, who is the current borough engineer, Rob and Nick Dicottis and Corey
German, Mr. Maser said.

“You just hit a home run with me,” Councilman Magovern said.

Councilman Jim Bean heeded with caution, asking Mr. Maser whether his employees give illegal donations to
candidates. He asked this question since the borough’s current engineering firm is facing litigation for allegedly
doing just that.

Mr. Maser said “on the record we do not.” He added that the firm has never been investigated and are facing
no indictments.
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“Our practices are consistent with the law,” he said.

Maser Consulting will begin working with the borough on June 1. At that time, the transition process to the new
firm will begin.

© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Borough to leave Birdsall”

Star News Group (05.23.13): Borough to leave Birdsall http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/05.23.13/borough_to_l_...

2 of 2 5/28/13 10:12 PM


