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St. Rose sixth-graders hold Chinese
celebration
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School sixth-graders commemorated the end of their chapter on Chinese culture
with a celebration the Chinese dynasties would be proud of.

Chinese food, decorations, music and a plethora of information on Chinese culture filled the classroom,
symbolizing the close of a chapter in the sixth-grade social studies class.

For the past several weeks, Colleen Reilly’s sixth-grade classroom learned about ancient civilizations.

During the month, Mrs. Reilly’s students became the teacher, creating a bulletin board with a given topic, such
as the Zhou Dynasty, Lady Hao, Chinese writing and Confucius.

On the day of the celebration, which was on May 16, students traveled to other groups’ displays to learn about
a topic. The students were then required to compile their notes and write a summary of the topics researched.

“This is an outstanding way for the students to expand their student achievement,”
Mrs. Reilly said. “It includes teamwork, problem solving, interpersonal skills, oral
communication, listening, leadership, goal setting and writing. I developed this based
on an article I had read. Learning is so much more than facts and text.”

Paige Ryans, 11, said the chapter was interesting because she learned a lot. The most
interesting thing Paige learned, she said, was about the Great Wall of China, which
took over 200 years to build and can be seen from space.

Classmate Gavin O’Day, 12, also liked learning about the Great Wall of China.

“It’s way more fun learning this way instead of reading in a book,” Gavin said.

Samantha Walton, 11, said interactive learning is easier.

“If you do enough you’ll get a reward,” she said.

The classes reward for learning all about Chinese culture was their celebration, which parents were invited to
attend.

Jessica Jarmer, whose son, Michael, 12, is in Mrs. Reilly’s class, said, “It was amazing. I can’t believe the
amount of work that went on behind the scenes to make it possible.”
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