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Library receives grant
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Woman’s Club has received a grant from the General Federation of Women’s Clubs
[GFWC] to help a local organization that is close to its heart.

When Hurricane Sandy hit late last year, the Belmar Public Library sustained heavy damage, mainly to its lower
level, which shut down the library for approximately one month. It reopened in December 2012.

All damage to the building has since been restored.

To help the library in its restoration effort, the BWC submitted an application to the GFWC Disaster Relief-
Library Replenishment Fund in February.

The fund can “assist in restocking the collections of private and public school libraries that have been affected
by natural and manmade disasters,” according to the club’s website, marketplace.gfwc.org/gfwc-disaster-
relieflibrary-replenishment-fund-c53.aspx.

Earlier this month, the BWC received the $2,500 grant, said Rosemarie Papa, BWC
education chairperson.

According to Ms. Papa the money will go toward furniture for the library.

“We just have this wonderful relationship going between the two of us [library and
BWC],” Ms. Papa said. So when the BWC heard about this grant, they were happy they
could help the library, she said.

Ms. Papa said she appreciates the GFWC.

“Even though we are not geographically close together, I believe in some way the women’s clubs are
connected,” she said.

Rosemarie Korbelak, library manager, said she is delighted the library has received the grant.

“We are looking forward to working with them in the future,” especially for the BWC 100th anniversary
celebration in 2014, Ms. Korbelak said.
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