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Belmar Marina restored to its former glory,
reopened
9th Avenue Pier, mini golf course back open for business
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After months of being converted into the borough’s debris site, the marina has been repaired and is
ready to go for the upcoming summer season.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, the Belmar Marina basically escaped unscathed, with only minor site damage. No
boats in the marina were lost or harmed.

Electrical boxes at the marina, located along Shark River, were damaged from water getting in them, the
marina building and two comfort stations were damaged as a result of flooding, the docks and pilings were
damaged and the boardwalk at Maclearie Park was demolished. Maclearie Park also suffered “cosmetic”
damage to the playground and tennis court.

The marina is located to the west of Route 35 and is owned by the borough.

Since then, all repairs done to the marina have been completed except two portions of the docks and the
boardwalk near Maclearie Park. One of the docks houses 30 non-operational slips, and will not be fixed until
the fall, said borough administrator Colleen Connolly. The other dock, which is the one Friends of the Belmar
Harbor uses, is not operational at this time, but Ms. Connolly said the borough is working to get the dock
operational some time this summer. As for the boardwalk, it is expected to be rebuilt in the next month.

Almost all of the borough’s operational boat slips have been rented for the season,
Ms. Connolly said, noting new boaters have come to the marina because other
marinas are not ready for this season.

Besides restoring the marina to its former glory, it also has new additions that were
not there the previous season. These improvements include a K Street pier, which is a
great fisherman’s spot, and an operational boat ramp, Ms. Connolly said. In addition,
the marina picked up an additional 100 parking spots or so, she said.

The 9th Avenue Pier, which is owned by Chefs International and is located at the
marina, suffered some damage. The mini golf course, which is owned by the same

company, was not damaged.

According to Bob Cooper, president of Chefs International, the 9th Avenue Pier’s bar and bathroom trailer were
damaged. All other items on the pier were already removed from the site. In addition, the coolers and
preparation area, which is located in the fisherman’s den building, was destroyed.

“It was a total mess,” Mr. Cooper said.

Since then, the area has been restored and improved on. Instead of renting kitchen trailers, the pier will have
a building that looks and functions like a normal structure, but is able to be removed, Mr. Cooper said. A second
bar has also been added to the 9th Avenue Pier, he said.

“It was a race,” Mr. Cooper said, noting Chefs International’s other properties also suffered damage during the
storm.

“We couldn’t have asked for more support from the borough than we got,” he said.
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Due to hard work and dedication, the 9th Avenue Pier and mini golf course opened on schedule on April 1.

Ms. Connolly said, “It’s been a little extraordinary,” primarily because of what the marina did for the town in
the wake of the storm. The marina’s trailer parking lot acted as the debris spot, allowing the borough to pile
the debris left over from people’s homes and the streets at the marina.

“It wasn’t made for that purpose, but it kind of transformed itself into that,” she said.

The marina then had to overcome that and transform itself back into an operational marina for boating season,
which it was able to do, Ms. Connolly said.

Charlie Van Der Linde, the marina’s supervisor, said “it’s been one heck of a ride” but the marina is now “open
and ready for business.”
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