
The Coast Star (5/24/2012): Finn Festival helps 
raise money for medical center 

Festival in memory of Joe Finn, local legendary Irish folk 
singer 

 

Joe Finn Jr. performed at the Norwood Inn during the second annual Finn Festival, here. Finn Festival is in honor of 
his late father, Joe Finn Sr., who died in 2008 from a brain tumor. Photo by JOSEPH J. DELCONZO, STAR NEWS 
GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

AVON-BY-THE-SEA — Joseph Patrick Finn, a legendary Irish folk singer from Avon-by-the-Sea, 
played at Norwood Inn, here, every Sunday for 30 years before he died in 2008. 

Now, friends and family of Mr. Finn gather annually at the Norwood Inn, located at 618 Second 
Ave., to honor his memory. 

The second annual Finn Festival was held on Sunday, May 20, with friends and family gathering to 
honor the memory of Mr. Finn, who died in 2008 from a brain tumor at 66 years old. 

At the event, live entertainment was provided by Bobby Byrne, Pat Roddy and the Avon 
Barksdales. 

About $25,000 was raised, with about 400 people attending the event, said Jaci McHugh, 
development associate at Monmouth Medical Center Foundation.  



This year’s event— just like last year— helped raise money for the David S. Zocchi Brain Tumor 
Center at Monmouth Medical Center, where Mr. Finn was treated. 

A portion of the proceeds will also help develop the “Joe Finn Music Therapy Program” at 
Monmouth Medical Center. The program will primarily be dedicated to helping cancer patients 
through music therapy, but it will be open to all patients, said Maja Meighan, director of major gifts 
at Monmouth Medical Center Foundation.  

According to Ms. Meighan, creating a music therapy program is a “fitting” way to honor Mr. Finn 
because he loved music.  

Joe Finn Jr., who is Mr. Finn’s eldest son, said that having the music program at the medical center 
is a good way to keep his father’s spirit alive. 

“He brought a lot of joy to a lot of people over a lot of years and we are fortunate to count those 
people as our friends,” Mr. Finn Jr. said.  

The Finn Festival is a day for friends and family to gather to honor his spirit and his father’s 
commitment to his gift, music, all while helping a good cause, Mr. Finn Jr. said. 

According to Mr. Finn Jr., the Zocchi Brain Tumor Center provided the Finn family with support 
when his father was suffering from cancer and they are happy to support the center, so they can 
continue to bring comfort to other families. 

Monk McDevitt, of Avon, who knew Mr. Finn for over 50 years, said Mr. Finn was a central part of 
Avon. 

“The fabric of [Avon] is at a disadvantage because Joe has passed on,” he said, noting that Mr. 
Finn’s music became a means for people to meet and get to know each other.  

Karen Positan, of Springfield, testified to that.  

According to Ms. Positan, Mr. Finn blessed many with his gift of music and voice, but “the most 
magnificent gift he gave us was each other,” she said. 

“He gave us a family,” Ms. Positan said, referring to the fact that the people who followed Mr. Finn 
became friends through his music. 

“He is in our hearts always and brings ‘Sunday Morning Sunshine’ into our hearts always,” she 
said.  

The “Joe Finn Music Therapy Program” is being developed and more details will be announced in 
the near future.  

	  


