
The Coast Star (5/24/2012): Resident raises 
concern about fireworks at Lake Como Day 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — A Lake Como resident raised concern about the environmental impact fireworks 
could have on Lake Como, at the environmental commission, here, on May 17.  

Denise O’Hara, of Margerum Avenue in Lake Como, appeared before the environmental 
commission requesting that the members make a motion to recommend the mayor and council 
review the information she has on the environmental impact the fireworks could have on Lake 
Como. 

These concerns include the impact the fireworks have on the lake’s wildlife and pollution in the 
lake. 

The firework debris is “potentially toxic for the animals,” Ms. O’Hara said. In turn, this could be 
toxic for humans, since people fish in Lake Como, she said, noting that she is unsure whether those 
fishing actually eat the fish they catch. 

 “At this point people are trying to work for a greener environment. This sort of goes against it,” she 
said.  

The borough should be teaching children to protect and preserve nature, not how to harm and 
destroy it, Ms. O’Hara added. 

Ms. O’Hara approached the Lake Como Borough Council in October 2011, after last year’s Lake 
Como Day on Oct. 1, with an idea on how to keep the fireworks without the negative environmental 
issues, she said. She proposed asking Belmar for permission to shoot the fireworks off the beach for 
Lake Como Day. 

By doing this, the harmful effects caused by the fireworks would be minimal, since they would be 
spread over a large area, instead of a concentrated lake, Ms. O’Hara said. 

Councilman Brian Wilton, the council liaison to the tourism commission, said that Lake Como Day 
is for the town and it would not make sense to shoot the fireworks off from a different town. 

Ms. O’Hara also proposed an alternative show, such as a laser light show, to the tourism 
commission.  

However, after conducting research, the tourism commission discovered that the laser show is 
almost three times as much as the borough pays for the fireworks, Councilman Wilton said. For this 
reason, having the laser light show was “cost prohibitive,” he said.  



“We decided that the one day disruption once a year … was something we should go ahead with at 
least for one more year,” Councilman Wilton said. 

Lake Como Day began 17 years ago in 1995 and was held in the borough hall’s parking lot and on 
Main Street, said Amy Boney, deputy borough clerk and tourism commission secretary. 

In 2008, Lake Como Day moved around the lake and the following year, in 2009, fireworks were 
added to the festivities, she said. Originally, the borough added the fireworks to Lake Como Day 
because the weather on Flag Day, which is in June, was not cooperative, Ms. Boney said. However, 
in 2011, the borough decided to keep the fireworks in conjunction with Lake Como Day, she said. 

“[The fireworks] are a great way to end a fun community event,” Ms. Boney said.  

It is a day not just for the residents of Lake Como, but for everyone to come and enjoy, she added. 

According to Councilman Jared Cohen, council liaison to the environmental commission, “the 
environmental commission declined to take action on the resident’s request.” 

Lake Como Day will be held on Oct 6 with fireworks. 

	  


