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come to St. Rose Grammar School 

 

Shane Reilly [from left], 12, of Belmar, Ethan Riozzi-Bodine, 12, of Shark River Hills, and Phil Williams, 12, of 
Neptune City, competed in the marathon race portion of the sixth-grade class Greek Olympics competition. The Greek 

Olympics was a cumulative activity for the students’ study on Ancient Greece. Photo courtesy COLLEEN REILLY 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Sixth graders at St. Rose Grammar School participated in their own version of the 
Greek Olympics on May 17. 

The sixth grade students had been learning about Ancient Greece in their social studies class and the 
Greek Olympics was their cumulative activity, replacing a traditional test that would be at the end 
of a chapter.  

The event has been an activity for sixth-grade students for seven years, said Colleen Reilly, a sixth-
grade teacher at the school.  

 “St. Rose loves to incorporate cross-curricular activities,” she said, noting that this activity 
incorporated art, computers, social studies, math, geography, physical education and cooperative 
social skills. It also included public skills since the students had to present the T-shirts they wore to 
their classmates, she added.  

The Greek Olympics consisted of four events: a sprint, “discus” throw, long jump and marathon. 
The students used a Frisbee, instead of a discus.  

Mike Kinsel, 12, of Belmar, and Ethan Riozzi-Bodine, 12, of Shark River Hills, won two 
competitions each. Mike won the long jump and sprint and Ethan won the marathon and discus. 



Mike said he learned a lot because of the cumulative activity, such as the fact that there were many 
inventions made by the Ancient Greeks, like the bath, pool and toilet, that are still used today. 

“It is more of a celebration, not a normal day,” he said, noting that because of that, he is more likely 
to remember the information because it is a day he will not want to forget. 

Ethan agreed, saying that he learned more by participating in the Greek Olympics than he did if he 
were to take a test.  

“It is better because it is more hands on and you learn more than just sitting there and hardly 
remembering what is on the page,” he said.  

The sixth-graders will be learning about Ancient Rome next. 

	  


