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BELMAR — The Belmar Council held its May 17 meeting at the Belmar Elementary School — an 
event done annually so sixth- through eighth-graders can get a chance to participate in local 
government. 

At the meeting, Mayor Matthew Doherty opened by testifying how students can make a difference. 
Six years ago, he said, two students, Jack Pringle and Phil Ragan, presented the council with an idea 
for a miniature golf course. 

Today, that idea will become a reality as Chefs International, a company based in Point Pleasant, is 
constructing an 18-hole miniature golf course, which is set to open mid-July on the Belmar Marina. 

Mayor Doherty said he told the story to “let the current students know that their views and opinions 
are important to the council.” 

During the public session of the meeting, the students took the opportunity to express their own 
ideas to the council, hoping that some of them can become a reality. 

Sixth-graders Tyler Matthews, 12, and Mark Gargiulo, 12, asked for an arcade and movie theater, 
respectfully. 

Mayor Matthew Doherty said that it is “tough for us to just create,” but he will look into it, referring 
to both the arcade and movie theater. 

Christian McCloskey, 13, seventh grade, asked the council members for Gamestop, a store that sells 
video games.  

Sixth-grader Elizabeth Colyer, 12, had several suggestions for the council, such as an ice skating 
rink, a bridge over Silver Lake and kayak rentals.  

Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay said the bridge would be “a nice addition to that area.”  

Jack Held, 11, sixth grade, asked for a hockey rink.  

Rachel Jourdan, 14, eighth grade, asked for a supermarket in town so it is “not a hassle to get to 
Foodtown or Stop & Shop” anymore, she said. 

Eighth-grader Madison Hunt, 13, asked for a community pool. 



Josephine Centeno, 12, sixth grade, had several suggestions for the council. The first thing she 
asked for was not to pay to go on the beach. 

“We should not pay to go to the beach if we live in the town. It should be free,” she said, at which 
point many students clapped. 

Mayor Doherty replied, saying that New Jersey law prevents the borough from enacting such a 
provision. 

“We can’t even give discounts to residents because we are required to charge all the same price no 
matter where you’re from,” he said.  

Next, Josephine asked for a teen club. 

Councilwoman Nicolay replied, saying that dances are held during the school year by the Belmar 
Youth Club at the Taylor Pavilion.  

Mayor Doherty joked, saying the students are looking for a place without supervision. 

“You will have to wait until you are 21 for that,” he added. 

Santiige Portlock, 12, seventh grade, asked for a water park and more basketball courts. 

Sixth-grader Tyler Golightly, 12, said he liked to fish and would like a larger area to fish in Shark 
River. 

Mayor Doherty replied, saying the borough would look into “how we can possibly do it, but we 
might be maxed out as far as space.” 

Dylan Reitsma, 12, sixth grade, asked for an arcade. Dylan suggested using the empty lot next to St. 
Rose High School for the arcade. 

Kyle Rackham, 11, sixth grade, suggested having a computer club for people who want to play 
games. 

Sixth-grader Kayla Menditto, 11, said she would like a mini mall in town because the malls are too 
far away. 

Ivan Garcia, 13, seventh grade, said he would like more areas to play sports, such as soccer and 
basketball.  

Monserrath Cruz, 13, sixth grade, said she would like more places to ride bicycles that are safer. 

Frank Faasen, 12, seventh grade, said he would like a Sports Authority and McDonald’s in Belmar. 

Bridged Fahy, 12, sixth grade, said she would like to see more trash cans on the beach. 



Brandon Torciello, 11, sixth grade, said he would like more surfing beaches.  

Councilwoman Nicolay said holding this annual town council meeting at the elementary school is 
important because children need to be aware that the mayor and council exist.  

It is also important that the students are aware they have a voice, she said, noting the students made 
some “great” suggestions for Belmar.  

The next council meeting is scheduled for June 6 at 6 p.m. 


