
The Coast Star (5/24/2012): Police bike to 
Washington, D.C. in honor of fallen comrades 

Raise money for national memorial, museum in honor of 
officers 

 

Two members of the Belmar Police Department, Sgt. Tina Scott [left, front row] and dispatcher Nick Cartmell [back 
row, second from left] join other members of PBA Local 50 during the annual Police Unity Tour. The Police Unity Tour 
is an annual bike ride that law enforcement make to honor and remember those who lost their lives in the line of duty. 
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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Two Belmar police officers made the 200-mile trek from Howell to Washington, 
D.C., to honor and remember law enforcement officers who lost their lives in the line of duty, as 
well as their family members, friends and fellow officers who were left behind. 

Sgt. Tina Scott and dispatcher Nick Cartmell decided to participate in the annual Police Unity Tour 
because they were “intrigued by it” and thought it would be a good cause to support, they said. 

The Bike Unity Tour began in 1997 with 18 officers biking from New Jersey to the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial, located at Judiciary Square in Washington, D.C. 

The purpose of the tour is to raise awareness of police officers who have died in the line of duty, as 
well as to raise funds for both the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial and the National 
Law Enforcement Museum, which is currently being constructed. 

This year, about 1,500 colleagues from over 40 states across the United States, as well as 
international colleagues from Italy, Israel, Canada, Australia and Great Britain participated.  

Sgt. Scott, Mr. Cartmell and about 200 other officers began their journey from Howell on May 9. 
The 200 officers who started in Howell were part of Chapter II of the Police Unity Tour, which is 
based in Central and Southern New Jersey.  



The officers stopped at five locations in New Jersey to honor police officers who died in the line of 
duty. 

Sgt. Scott and Mr. Cartmell arrived in Washington, D.C. on May 12, joining the other police 
officers biking at the RFK Stadium. Together, they all rode to the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial, Mr. Cartmell said.  

As they rode to the memorial, family members and other law enforcement officers lined the streets, 
he added. 

“This is a good cause, honoring those killed in the line of duty and to support their family 
members,” Sgt. Scott said.  

The next day, on Sunday, May 13, a candlelight vigil and ceremony was held at the memorial, 
where the names of the 362 officers who will be added to the memorial, were read aloud. 

Currently, 19,296 names are engraved on the memorial, said Harry Phillips, executive director of 
the Police Unity Tour. When the Police Unity Tour began there was roughly 12,000 names on the 
memorial, he added. 

Making the trek to Washington, D.C., “is a small sacrifice to give up for someone who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice,” Mr. Phillips said, noting that the Police Unity Tour is normally held around 
Mother’s Day. 

The bike ride shows family members that the people they have lost will not be forgotten, Mr. 
Phillips added. 

Mr. Cartmell and Sgt. Scott used their own vacation time — each took a week off from work — and 
money raised through sponsorship to participate in the event, which is held in conjunction with 
Police Week, May 13-19, annually. 

In order to participate, each person must raise $1,700 for the cause. 

Mr. Cartmell and Sgt. Scott raised the money by hosting a gift auction at Bar Anticipation, located 
at 703 16th Ave., in Lake Como, in March. They, along with 15 colleagues, raised $15,000. 

This year, the Police Unity Tour raised $1.65 million, which will go towards maintaining the 
memorial and will help fund the new national police museum that will be built in Washington, D.C., 
next to the memorial, Mr. Phillips said. Construction on the underground museum has begun and is 
projected to be completed late 2013 or early 2014, he added. 

“It was an awesome experience to be a part of [the Police Unity Tour] and to support families who 
lost someone in the line of duty is honoring and humbling,” Mr. Cartmell said. 

Mr. Cartmell and Sgt. Scott said they plan on joining the bike tour next year and they hope other 
Belmar police officers will join. 


