
The Coast Star (5/24/2012): Hundreds Walk and 
Rock to help raise money for families 

Tears Foundation helps families after they have lost a baby 

 

Hundreds gathered along the boardwalk in Bradley Beach on Sunday, May 20 for the third annual Rock and Walk event, sponsored 
by the Tears Foundation. Photo by JOSEPH J. DELCONZO, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BRADLEY BEACH — What is a hero? 

For children, it is Superman, an astronaut or a policeman. But for Anneke Berry, a hero is someone different.  

“As you get older, you realize heroes are people who have survived something and still give back to 
something,” Ms. Berry said at the third annual Rock and Walk event.  

Ms. Berry was referring to the nearly 700 people who attended the annual Rock and Walk event Sunday 
afternoon in Bradley Beach, sponsored by the Tears Foundation.  

Ms. Berry is the director of emotional support services for the foundation, which is dedicated to helping those 
who have lost a baby. 

The Rock and Walk event was held at Fifth and Ocean avenues in Bradley Beach on Sunday to help raise 
money for the foundation, which provides families who lost a baby with financial assistance for the cost of 
burial and cremation services. 

Those who participated in the event walked one and one-half miles along the boardwalk, from Fifth and Ocean 
Avenues in Bradley Beach to Garfield Avenue in Avon-by-the-Sea and back.  

Rivka “Riki” Milchman, co-chair of the Tears Foundation New Jersey chapter, said that the event is a day for 
“our angels.”  

“It is a day for all parents who have lost their child to show that those parents are not alone and that we are all 
walking together in this sad path,” she said. 



Just under $50,000 was raised at this year’s event and about 700 people, including Assemblyman David Rible 
[R-30], attended, Ms. Milchman said. This was an increase of about $10,000 from last year’s event, she added.  

Assemblyman Rible lost his son, Adam Benjamin Rible, in 2008 and has shown support for the Tears 
Foundation’s Rock and Walk event since its inception.  

In 2011, Assemblyman Rible proposed a bill that would require infants in New Jersey to be screened for 
lysosomal storage disorders.  

“Emma’s Law” was signed into law by Gov. Chris Christie in January 2012.  

Before the walk began, Assemblyman Rible was awarded a certificate from the Tears Foundation.  

The certificate stated that his son’s name would be inscribed on the Angel of Hope Monument, which will be 
located near the foundation’s headquarters in Puyallup, Wash. The monument consists of an angel holding a 
baby. There will be a poem of hope etched next to the name with two butterfly monuments on each side of the 
Angel of Hope.  

On the butterflies, names of those babies who have passed will be included.  

The statue is a place to honor, remember and never forgot those who have gone too soon. 

Glenn Pilon, of Neptune, said he has been coming to the event since its inception in 2010. Mr. Pilon walks for 
his daughter, Madelynn, who was stillborn. 

“I walk for my daughter, Madelynn, in order to keep her memory alive and to help others take something awful 
and make it bearable,” he said. 

Noisa German, of Bayville, was also at the event to keep a child’s memory alive. Ms. German was at the event 
to keep the memory of her sister’s child, Vienna Padilla, alive, she said. Vienna was stillborn in September 
2010. 

“It was a terrible loss to our family, especially her being the first female grandchild,” Ms. German said. She and 
those at the event for Vienna wore shirts stating, “tiny imprints on our hearts,” to show that she will never be 
forgotten, Ms. German added. 

To inscribe a child’s name on the Angel of Hope Statue visit www.TheTearsFoundation.org and donate to the 
cause.  

A one-time donation of $250 should be received by Aug. 18 or a 12-month pledge of $20 or more should be 
received by June 28 to have the baby’s name included on the statue at its unveiling in September. 

	  


