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Kelly Pretz receives Spirit of a Hero Award
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Twenty-two students from throughout New Jersey —
including one Brielle resident — will receive a New Jersey
Heroes Spirit of a Hero Scholarship,  First Lady Mary Pat
Christie announced.

The first lady made the announcement on May 22 during a
ceremony at Drumthwacket, the Governor’s official residence
in Princeton.

Each recipient will receive a $5,000 scholarship to pursue
post-secondary education opportunities.

“This year’s Spirit of a Hero recipients are a deserving group of
young people who are making a difference and changing lives
in their communities,” said First Lady Christie. “From
anti-bullying programs and initiatives for the homeless to
redistributing musical instruments to students in need, I’m
overwhelmed by the commitment to service and volunteerism
demonstrated by these young men and women.

“New Jersey Heroes is once again proud to recognize their
accomplishments and provide this scholarship program to help
them pursue a successful future.”

New Jersey Heroes is an initiative of the first lady.

To be considered for the scholarship, candidates fulfilled
several criteria, including a demonstrated commitment to
volunteerism and community contribution; New Jersey
residency; U.S. citizenship; submission of a high school
transcript with a letter of recommendation from a current
teacher or advisor; have good academic standing with their
secondary school and enrolled as a student at an accredited
college/university or a vocational training school in the
2014-2015 school year.

Among the students who received the scholarship is Kelly
Pretz, a Brielle resident who is a senior at Manasquan High
School.

Kelly, who was diagnosed with epilepsy when she was 10 years old, was given the
scholarship for all she has done to promote epilepsy awareness.

These efforts include raising funds for the Epilepsy Foundation of New Jersey, creating
a Teen Mentoring Program, traveling to Washington, D.C., to speak with congressional
leaders and writing and publishing a book.

“I was very honored to be chosen for such a great scholarship,” Kelly said. “I was so
proud to be chosen and included with such a wonderful group of students. It was
especially exciting to go to the governor’s mansion and meet Mrs. Christie.”
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First Lady Mary Pat Christie [right] recently
announced this year’s recipients of the New
Jersey Heroes Spirit of a Hero Scholarships.
There were 22 students from throughout the
state who received a scholarship, including
Brielle resident Kelly Pretz [left]. Photo
courtesy THE OFFICE OF GOV. CHRIS CHRISTIE
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Kelly will be attending Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, in the fall.
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