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Memorial Day weekend a success for beach,
businesses
Badge sales generated $150,090 in revenue this year; $15,820 last year
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — If Memorial Day weekend was any indication of this upcoming summer, then the beach and local
businesses in town are in for one busy season.

According to Mayor Matt Doherty, the borough did “astronomically better” this year than last year during the
holiday weekend. It was not the best Memorial Day weekend the borough has had though, he said.

This year, the borough sold $222,980 worth of beach badges from May 19-26, raking in nearly five times as
much in beach badge sales during the same period last year.

Last year, the borough sold $47,405 in badges, due to the inclement weather.

During the Memorial Day weekend, the beach generated $150,090 in beach badge sales, compared to $15,820
last year.

The borough’s total beach badge sales as of Tuesday are $567,726, which is nearly
$233,000 more than last year’s total of $334,757.

“Post-Sandy, this was a great way to kick off the summer season,” Mayor Doherty
said.

It was not only the beach that saw an increase in revenue in the first week of the
unofficial beach season as businesses also reaped the benefits of the nice weekend.

Ari Dakoglou, owner of Mamaluke’s on Ocean Avenue, said sales were “much, much
better” than last year because the weather cooperated.

“This was the perfect storm” of nice weather, Mr. Dakoglou said, because “all the elements” were there, such
as a bad winter, first nice weekend of the season and it was a holiday.

“Let’s hope this is a sign for the rest of the summer of what’s going to happen,” he said.

David Merolla, owner of Annie’s Ocean Grill on Ocean Avenue, said they had a great weekend, doing a little
better this year than last.

After the rough winter season, “they came out in droves” for the holiday weekend, which saw summer weather
on Sunday and Monday, he said.

“It was a very good start to the summer season,” Mr. Merolla said.

Nick Fuccilli, co-owner of Crave and La Dolce Vita, both on Ocean Avenue, agreed, saying it was a great start
not only to the summer season, but to the year in general.

“Memorial [Day] weekend was great, but it’s been a great start to business the whole year,” he said.

In the beginning of 2013, Ocean Avenue remained closed for public safety reasons and to do construction
resulting from damage caused by Hurricane Sandy. It reopened in portions from March until May 2013.
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“We had a good crowd” this past weekend, Mr. Fuccilli said.

Mr. Fuccilli said it was “one of our better starts” to the season.

Chris Bradley, grill cook for Jimmy’s Place on Ocean Avenue, said this year was the “best Memorial Day
weekend we’ve done in five years.”

He attributed the busy weekend to the nice weather and the fact people want to come back to the Jersey
Shore after Hurricane Sandy.

Owner of 3 Brothers Pizza, on Ocean Avenue, and Stay Gold Cafe, on Main Street, Jason Soares said Memorial
Day weekend started off slow due to the weather, but Sunday and Monday made up for it.

“I’ve owned [3 Brothers Pizza] for three years now, and it’s by the far the best Memorial Day weekend I’ve had
there,” he said.

“The amount of people in the town of Belmar last week was unbelievable,” he Mr. Soares said. “I’ve never seen
anything like it.”
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