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Room in Our Hearts gives Connolly home a
playroom
Nonprofit dedicated to helping homes
impacted by crisis
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A resident whose house was destroyed by Hurricane
Sandy had a room in their home redecorated courtesy of a
nonprofit.

Born from the need seen post-Hurricane Sandy to redecorate
homes, Room in Our Hearts has been dedicated to helping
families whose homes have been affected by crisis.

Using a sustainable and creative design, the nonprofit
redecorates one room from conception to completion.

“We love to think outside the box and be innovative,”
Executive Director Katharine Koehler said.

By doing this, Ms. Koehler hopes to give “peace of mind, a
place to regroup and rediscover hope” to those affected by
the storm.

Since Hurricane Sandy, Room in Our Hearts has redecorated 30
homes, most of which are storm related, and another 15
homes or so are on a waiting list, according to Ms. Koehler.

“I see there’s at least three years of work out there” from
Hurricane Sandy, she said.

One of the homes that has benefited
from this service is that of the Connollys, who resides on D Street near Silver Lake.

As a result of Hurricane Sandy in 2012, the first floor of the Connolly house was
completely destroyed.

For 18 months, the Connollys were displaced and living in Ocean Grove as their home
was renovated and raised.

“It was a long time, but we got through it,” Dacia Connolly, homeowner, said.

The Connolly family moved home in April.

To help the family, Room in Our Hearts redecorated a room in their house.

According to Ms. Connolly, she heard about the organization through a flyer that was being passed around at a
town hall meeting hosted by Gov. Chris Christie and thought it would be a good idea.

At the request of the homeowner, the organization transformed a bedroom into a children’s playroom.
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Room in Our Hearts, a nonprofit dedicated to
helping families whose homes have been
affected by crisis, has helped many families
post-Hurricane Sandy, including the Connolly
family in Belmar. Recently, members of Room in
Our Hearts came to the Connolly household to
redecorate a room into a playroom for the
children.
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“I wanted a place for them to have of their own to play,” Ms. Connolly said.

Ms. Connolly has two children: JP, 7, and Luke, 5.

“They were wonderful,” Ms. Connolly said. “What a great organization and what an amazing thing to do for
people.”

“It’s the last thing you would think of,” she continued about redecorating a room. “Your primary focus is just
getting home.”

Last week, members of Room in Our Hearts came to the Connolly house to decorate the children’s playroom.

“They absolutely love it,” Ms. Connolly said. “They’re calling it their ‘office.’”

To donate to Room in Our Hearts, visit their website, http://roominourhearts.org/.
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