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Councilman Shaak presented with award by
fire department
Surprise presentation made during
Tuesday night’s council meeting
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Members of the Brielle Fire Department surprised
Councilman Tim Shaak at Tuesday night’s council meeting with
an award for his many years of service to the department.

“To say I was surprised would be the understatement of the
day,” Councilman Shaak said.

The award was given to the councilman during Tuesday’s
council meeting by Fire Chief Rod Zarelli and Jim Stenson,
president of the fire department.

“He’s done a lot for the community,” Mr. Zarelli said.

Councilman Shaak is not only a member of the fire
department, he has also been a council member since 2001
and is captain of the Brielle Emergency Medical Service [EMS].
He also serves as the deputy office of emergency management
coordinator in town.

According to Mr. Zarelli, Councilman Shaak has been
“everything from a fireman to chief” in the department.

Once a firefighter has been in the department for 30 years, he
receives an award.

“It’s a routine thing we do,” he said. “Thirty’s a big number” that others have
achieved, but not very many have.

Councilman Shaak said, “It’s really an honor to be recognized by an organization I’ve
given so much time to” — an organization that is “near and dear to my heart.”

“I feel the community has given me so much over the years that I feel some obligation
to give back in some way to the community,” he said.
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Brielle Fire Department President Jim Stenson
[left] and Fire Chief Rod Zarelli [right] surprised
Councilman Tim Shaak at Tuesday night’s
council meeting with an award for serving in
the fire department for over 30 years. Photo by
HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP
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