
The Coast Star (5/3/2012): Planning board 
approves garden center nursery 

The garden center nursery hopes to open as soon as 
possible 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Planning Board approved a garden center nursery retail store at its 
April 24 meeting. 

The garden center nursery will be a separate entity at 511 Main St., where Belmar Paint and 
Decorating is located. It was approved for a temporary period of time, due to the Seaport 
Redevelopment Plan, which was created in 2003 to revitalize the redevelopment area. 

The Seaport Redevelopment Plan designates different parcels, which consist of multiple 
properties, as either “rehabilitation” or “redevelopment.” Parcel four, which Belmar Paint and 
Decorating sits on, is designated as “redevelopment,” meaning it would traditionally be torn 
down and rebuilt.  

However, the owners of Belmar Paint and Decorating, R.J. Langbein and his parents, Raymond 
and Helene Langbein, do not intend to do that.  

Instead, the paint store plans on keeping the existing infrastructure, which is the paint store, and 
add on a garden center nursery in the back, which will be operated as a separate entity.  

 “Looking at the location and area we are in, we thought it would benefit the town. It will be a 
viable business centered toward servicing local home owners,” Mr. Langbein said.  

The garden center nursery will be open from March to November, with the possibility of being 
open for Christmas, and will consist of plants, gardening tools, mulch and, eventually, farm stand 
produce, Mr. Langbein said.  

There will also be a greenhouse that will be about 20-feet long and 25-feet wide, with an A-
frame structure. The greenhouse will have hanging plants and flowers in it and will also be used 
for cultivating plants and flowers, Mr. Langbein said. 

An additional 10 parking spaces will be created to meet the town parking requirement of 19. 
These spots will be created from the parking lot behind the store, which is owned by the paint 
store’s owners, and currently acts as the parking lot for Klein’s Fish Market, located on the 
corner of Main Street and River Road.  



Since Belmar Paint and Decorating does not want to tear down its original infrastructure, the 
town has designated it as temporary use, meaning that the term of its use is subject to the mayor 
and council. The temporary use can be given for a maximum of three years.  

Mr. Langbein and his business partner, David Keady, of Hazlet, would like to keep the garden 
center nursery open past the designated time frame, which has not been determined yet. 
However, Mr. Langbein said this would be decided after assessing the business and progress it 
has made.  

If, at the end of the designated time limit, the paint store does not want to tear down the site and 
does not remove the temporary infrastructure, the town can use funds secured from the 
performance guarantee to remove the temporary infrastructure themselves, said April Claudio, 
planning board secretary. 

Ms. Claudio said the applicants could go before the mayor and council to ask for an amendment 
to the redevelopment plan, allowing them to go from a “redevelopment” to “rehabilitation” 
property, if they wish to remain in operation past the temporary use.  

Mr. Langbein and Mr. Keady plan on having the garden center nursery open as soon as possible. 

	  


