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BELMAR — Belmar will play host to a display of living history as two club baseball teams 
come to play in a doubleheader, using baseball’s 1864 and 1873 rules and wearing 19th-century 
baseball uniforms.  

The two teams, the New York Mutual Base Ball Club and the Flemington Neshanock Base Ball 
Club, will be facing off on May 19 at Memorial Field, located on Main Street between 12th and 
13th Avenues. The event will begin at 11 a.m. 

Flemington Neshanock Base Ball Club president and founder Brad “Brooklyn” Shaw said many 
baseball clubs choose 1864 and 1873 to reenact. The 1864 rules are chosen because it is the last 
year of the “bound game,” meaning a ball can bounce once before being caught and still be 
considered an out, he said.  

The 1873 rules are chosen by many New Jersey clubs because it was the first year of the 
National Association of Professional Base Ball Players, the first organized league, which had a 
club from New Jersey called the Elizabeth Resolutes, he said.  

Mr. Shaw said by playing 19th-century baseball, the players are “living history.” 

“Nineteenth century baseball is like Civil War re-enactors, but we use bats and baseballs instead 
of guns,” Mr. Shaw said.  

Thomas “Dirt” Fioriglio, field captain for the New York Mutual Base Ball Club, said playing 
19th-century baseball is important because it shows people how America’s pastime started, and 
how it progressed to what it is today. While there are some similarities between baseball of today 
and yesteryear — nine innings, nine players and a baseball — there are also some stark 
differences.  

For instance, baseball was two words — base ball, hence the names of the clubs — in the 19th 
century.  

The 1864 and 1873 rules are chosen for a specific reason. 

While there will be no gloves worn and the ball will be pitched underhand in both games, there is 
one major difference between the two games. 

In the 1864 game, the players play a “bound game,” whereas in the 1873 game, the ball has to be 
caught in the air to be considered out — like today. This is called a “fly game.” 



There are other mentionable differences between the game of today and years past. 

For instance, in 1864 and 1873, where the ball first hit the ground determined if it were fair or 
foul. So in certain circumstances, what was once considered fair is now considered foul.  

Also, in 1873, the batter called the strike zone by telling the umpire he wanted a high or low 
zone. If the ball comes in low when the batter called a high strike zone — even if it was in his 
strike zone by today’s standards — it was not counted. 

On the day of the game, Mr. Shaw will explain the rules of the game to those watching and will 
read a rendition of “Casey at the Bat,” a poem by Ernest Thayer.  

The night before the double header, “Field of Dreams” will play at Memorial Field at dusk, 
around 8 p.m. 

	  


