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BELMAR — The members of the Belmar Planning Board were optimistic about the patio bar 
and restaurant that has been approved on the Belmar Marina — except for one issue. 

At the meeting on May 1, several of the members expressed their concern that the patio bar and 
restaurant would allow smoking.  

Chefs International, the applicant, currently owns nine locations. The patio bar and restaurant 
would be on the Ninth Avenue pier, where the company would rent the pier from the borough.  

The pier would be rented from the borough for $95,000 with a 3-percent annual increase, over a 
25-year period, meaning Belmar will receive a little more than $3.4 million. 

The patio bar and restaurant would be family friendly, where people would seat themselves, 
waiters would serve beverages and people would go to the counter to order, said Bob Cooper, 
president of Chefs International. 

The patio bar and restaurant, which has not been named yet, will sit on 5,000 square feet and will 
hold 450 to 500 people. There will be 270 seats and a wood-fired brick oven, raw bar and lobster 
pot.  

Groups of one, two or three will provide light entertainment for the customers.  

The company plans on allowing smoking at its restaurant, just like it does at its other outdoor 
facilities, Mr. Cooper said. 

Smoking will not take away from the “beautiful spot where families are welcome.” 

But board members were concerned the smoking environment would contradict the the “family 
friendly” establishment. 

Thea Sheridan, planning board member, said Chefs International argues that the restaurant will 
be a “family entertainment area.” However, the smoke “could potentially deter families from 
eating at the establishment,” she said. 



Sam Kaye, planning board member, agreed. 

Mr. Kaye said he is concerned for the children who will be susceptible to the smoke at the 
restaurant.  

“The trend today throughout the country is cutting down on smoking in public facilities,” he 
said. 

Restaurants do not allow smoking and even though the patio bar and restaurant is outdoors, it 
should comply since it is still a restaurant, Mr. Kaye added.  

Mr. Cooper said he will think about the issue. 

“I respect the opinion of the board and will take their comment seriously,” he said. 

The planning board voted unanimously to accept Chefs International’s plan. A special planning 
board meeting has been scheduled for May 7 to memorialize the resolution.  

	  


