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Eighth graders raise over $1,000 for The Sato Project 

 

The eighth grade class at St. Rose Grammar School spent two weeks fund raising, raising $1,221, for The Sato 
Project, which is nonprofit dedicated to helping rescue dogs from Puerto Rico. Photo by DONNA WALSIFER, STAR 
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BELMAR — After two weeks of fund raising, the eighth grade Spanish classes at St. Rose 
Grammar School were able to meet their $1,000 fund raising goal, benefiting a nonprofit 
organization that is dedicated to rescuing dogs from Puerto Rico.  

The eighth graders were able to raise $1,221, surpassing their goal, by holding a school wide 
bake sale and a raffle sale. The students also designed several logos for The Sato Project that will 
be submitted for approval. 

Stefanie O’Donnell, eighth grade Spanish teacher at St. Rose, said she is very proud of her 
students. 

“The students went above and beyond with this project,” Mrs. O’Donnell said. “They were so 
committed to this cause.” 

The Spanish classes became interested in the project after reading an article in The New York 
Times about the New York based project. After reading the article, the students began 
researching The Sato Project and began brainstorming ideas on how to help. 

The Sato Project is run by Chrissy Beckles, who has been rescuing dogs for the past six years. 
Once the dogs are taken off the Dead Dog Beach in Puerto Rico, they receive necessary medical 
attention and then are flown to New York with rescue escorts. Once the dogs arrive, they are 
fostered and then put up for adoption. 



Ethan Scannell, 14, of Wall, said it is sad that things are different from in the United States, 
where a dog can be adopted in a shelter. Instead, in Puerto Rico, the dogs are dropped off at the 
beach when they are not wanted, he said. 

Erin Prachar, 14, of Neptune, agreed. 

Erin said that it makes her feel happy that the dogs can be brought to the United States for a 
“better life” with a family that will care for it. 

“[This project] raised an awareness that people in Puerto Rico do not think the same way about 
dogs as we do here,” Erin said. 

As a special thank you to the eighth graders, The Sato Project is allowing the students to choose 
the name of the next male and female rescued dogs from Puerto Rico. 

According to Ms. O’Donnell, the students want the names to go along with St. Rose and Catholic 
education. 

	  


